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Keeping Quality of Life Our Priority!
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Greetings, friends and neighbors.
Our Elected Officials......... 3 Every once in a while, someone

M Derrick: Hurri Read in our BCG area sends in a note to inform
ayor berrick: Iricanc Knea .
y ! Y Y us of a concern they have to see if BCG

Sheriff Chitwood: Check your car can help resolve their problem. Well, this
locks month I received an email from one of our
neighbors. The email was about a member
who is blind and needs to walk to either
A1A or Halifax to catch the Votran bus.

It seems that some folks are parking their cars across the sidewalks. This

requires the blind person to figure out how to get around the blockade the car

Zone 2 Ken Strickland: Update

A Native Remembers ....... 5

Neighborhood Activist

Weegie Kuendig..........ooceveveennnne 6 causes. Imagine how disconcerting and potentially dangerous this is for the
blind individual. I know this probably never occurs to the person blocking the
Fundrai$er Info................ 7 sidewalk. I forwarded the email to Derick Feacher, our city manager, and
received an immediate response to resolve the issue. Please, when parking,
Fl'(l)m the Chief of keep in mind the safety an open sidewalk provides for a handicapped person
Police......cccceuueiruniirnninnnnnnn. 8

trying to walk to the bus stop. Thank you for remembering our neighbors.

Last month’s guest speaker was Director of Operations for the
Daytona Beach Police Department, William Rhodes. Mr. Rhodes fielded
many questions from BCG members regarding dissatisfaction with the city's

Join us at the attempts to enforce code violations, staffing issues, and the city’s homeless

Schnebly Center situation.
1101 N Atlantic Ave
Thursday, July 17th! This month’s guest will be Debbie Cople, Community Outreach

Meal at 600 p.m. Specialist, Florida Department of Transportation. Ms. Cople and her staff will
Meeting at 630 p.m.

Suggested donation $5
Dinner:

Grilled Hot Dogs
Macaroni Salad
Baked Beans
Cream Cheese Pie with Fresh
Fruit
Beverages

present the plans and answer questions regarding the A1A repaving project.
Hoping to see you there,

Paul

Which famous line did Patrick Henry deliver at
the Second Virginia Convention?
Answer on page 2
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AGENDA

Dinner with neighbors
Call to Order and Pledge

50/50 drawing
Put tables and chairs away
Go home with a smile!

Nk v =

WINDOWS

GEORGE
WATKINS

* Lanai/Patio Enclosures
* Window Replacements
= Acrylic Windows

% 352-205-2631
386-871-4907
CRC #1330701

CALLTO SI:IIEI:I.II.E A FIIEE ESI'IHITE

Crime and Safety Report: Captain Trisha Jones
Featured Guest: FDOT: Update on the A1A Project

FREE JEWELRY CHECK UP

FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs
Complete Jewelry Repairs

* Large Selection of Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry
e Large selection of High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads
* We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry
* On-Site Parking

* BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer

* Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 50 % off
10 am - 3 pm Selected
Merchandis€
g g Voted Best
| Since 1971 Around ff:or %ast
28 years for Best
CHAMILIA Fine Jewelry

YOUR LIFE. YOUR STYLE!

s & Clock Shop

108 W. International Spdwy. Blvd. | 386-253-5807
www.billgreenjewelers.com

Trivia answer: "Give me liberty, or give me death!".

Did you know?



OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

Derrick Henry
Mayor of Daytona Beach

Be Hurricane Ready.

To help you prepare for an active hurricane
season, the City of Daytona Beach has released its 2025
Hurricane Preparedness Guide. The 22-page guide is
designed to help residents and families stay safe and
informed before, during and after a storm.

The booklet includes:

Instructions on how to sign up for emergency
alerts

Evacuation zone maps and guidance

Safety tips for before, during and after a storm
A removable supply checklist

Key contact numbers and local resources

A limited number of printed guides will be
distributed at public and neighborhood meetings, city
facilities and community centers. Residents are
encouraged to read the guide, make a plan and stock up
on supplies before a storm is on the horizon. The digital
version of the guide is available online
at: www.DaytonaBeach.gov/StormGuide.

Mike Chitwood
Volusia County Sheriff

Recently, I had the opportunity to partner with
the City of DeBary for a Public Service Announcement
on the importance of locking your car doors.

It's a simple reminder: Lock your car doors to
protect yourself from car burglars. Still, we see unlocked
cars being a target time and time again.

Many of the car breaks-in we see are because
people leave their car doors unlocked with their
valuables in plain sight. It becomes a major concern
when people leave weapons in their vehicles. Those
same weapons are stolen by criminals and used to
commit crimes in our community.

“Lock it to Stop It” was the slogan in my PSA
with the City of DeBary. And it’s one I want to echo
beyond Debary. Because car breaks are something that,
unfortunately, happen in every community.

You are the best protection against car thieves.

Here are some simple tips to keep yourself safe:
Practice the 9 p.m. routine. Set a reminder each night to
make sure your car doors are locked. Remove any
valuables from inside your car before heading inside.
And finally, always remove your weapon from inside
your vehicle before going inside.

Let’s work together to make life difficult for car
burglars in Volusia County.



City Commissioner Zone 2
Ken Strickland

Hello neighbors,

The July 4th Parade down Main Street preceded
by a Veterans Ceremony at the Clock Tower was an
excellent way of starting the day of Celebration of our
Independence.

The Bandshell provided entertainment in the
evening followed by fireworks at the pier. There was no
shortage of fireworks in most neighborhoods, especially
near our house.

Work continues on A1A as traffic lanes are
opening up after being closed far too long during our
summer tourist season.

The demolition of the old church in Surfside has
finally begun. This should help that neighborhood
tremendously.

Until next month,

Ken Strickland
Commissioner Zone 2
386-307-4253
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PRESSURE CLEANING
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A NATIVE REMEMBERS

Paul Zimmerman
Chair, Bellaire Community Group

In 1954, we moved into what would become our
“family home”. It was in South Daytona on Doris Place.
At that time, the area was very much country. We had
moved down from 5™ Street in Holly Hill, which seemed
like city life by comparison. U S Highway #1 was two
lanes south of Beville Road. The roads off US 1 were
dirt and shell. There was a large Spanish-style arch
going over what is now Ridge Blvd, marking the entry to
Ganymede. Ganymede was a planned development from
back in the 1920’s Florida real estate boom. The Great
Depression ended that dream, but not before the arch and
a few Spanish-style homes were built. Sadly, in the
1960’s the arch was removed to widen US 1, but several
of the Spanish-style homes still survive throughout what
now is a suburban neighborhood.

The term “family home” is loaded with a
plethora of underlying meanings. I was 5 years old in
1954, and I left my family home in 1967, the year I
graduated from Father Lopez High School to live on my
own. I can’t think of another 12-year period in my life
when more impactful events occurred. During that
period of life, the wonder, excitement, and adventure
were magnified ...practically every event is a first-time
experience. It was different time, and in a lot of ways |
think a better time...certainly not perfect, but no time on
earth is.

The “neighborhood” was made up of about 10
families in about a half-mile radius. Beyond those 10 or
so homes were southern pine scrub forest, a cattle farm,
and an orange grove. Being the 50s, the baby boomer
generation was in full bloom. Nearly all those 10 homes
had kids living in them. Our parents let us wander the
woods from sunup to sundown. We swayed down trees,
built forts, dug “tunnels,” swam in canals and sulfur
wells, camped out, saw and watched out for snakes. It
was a Huck Finn life. That 12-year period also included
my first day at St Paul’s school, becoming an altar and
choirboy at St. Paul’s, first girlfriend, first heartbreak,
my first job (a paper route), and my first job as a pool
lifeguard at the original Castaway Beach Motel,

graduating from Father Lopez High School, and moving
into my first apartment with my friends. It was a unique
time and place, and I will be forever grateful for those
blessings.

Summers meant family trips or vacations. My
maternal grandparents lived in Philadelphia....in a
brownstone row house. Talk about culture shock, going
from southern country life to northern big city life. As
an example of the contrast, my cousin, Andy, had a
paper route too. He put his papers in a western flyer
wagon and walked about 2 blocks to complete his
“route”. He delivered his papers in about 15 minutes.
But to deliver my papers required wrapping the papers
with a rubber band, loading them in a canvas bag
strapped to my wide tired bicycle, and riding 2 or 3
miles in soft sand, My route took about 2 hours. My
paternal grandfather had a summer home in the
mountains of Spruce Pine, North Carolina. Now, going
up there was much more my style: Spruce Pine had
woods and streams to explore. Even though these
environments couldn’t be more different, they both are
indelibly imprinted in my memory.

I have been writing these little essays every
month for about 20 years now, and they help keep these
recollections alive. I can see the faces of those childhood
friends and visualize those experiences. As I get older,
and time passes, it becomes apparent that much of what
is important in my life are the recollection of those
friends, family, and experiences that my mind has
vividly stored. What becomes even more apparent is the
happiness that recollecting memories can bring. Make
memories.

‘til next time,

Paul



NEIGHBORHOOD ACTIVIST

Dear Bellaire Friends and Neighbors:

And A1A is still a mess, isn't it? Thanks FDOT.
Do we even know if what they have done is ADA
compliant? At least Commissioner Strickland brought
the subject before the Commission at the last meeting.
Unfortunately, some of the Commission seemed to
throw up their hands but Commissioner Cantu, who is
the Commission Rep on an FDOT committee, told us
that FDOT was aware there were problems and indicated
they'd be working on it. There seems to be an unwritten
rule that every government entity stays in its own lane
and doesn't ask much of other tax funded entities. I
believe and wish that our Commission wouldn't follow
that rule. I think part of the job is to stand up for
residents when needed. I believe they could write a
demand letter to FDOT in this case and ask for
corrections. Occasionally someone will confront another
entity - it has happened. I remember vividly when
Councilman Danny Robins made accusations about our
city (on public record) and Chief Jakari stood up for our
city. I really appreciated that.

There is no way to segue gracefully into the next
topic. You all know I read a lot about water woes that
happen all over Florida. What got my undivided
attention this month was what happened in Apalachicola.
Residents suffered mightily because they had no usable
water - as in no water for drinking, bathing, laundry,
etc. Public facilities had to be set up for them to shower
and do laundry - boiling water wasn't even a solution. As

it turns out, money was appropriated by the state to fix
their equipment (old mixers and scrubbers) but it never
got spent appropriately and there was equipment failure
with disastrous results. I read that other cities in Florida
use this type of equipment, which is original to their
water supply and difficult to maintain and replace (some
60 years old). I wondered where our city stood in this
regard and wrote to Shannon Ponitz, who is in charge. I
am happy to report that she responded quickly and
thoroughly. Daytona Beach is right now replacing the
mixers used at our Water Reclamation Facility and we
don't use hydrogen sulfide scrubbers at the Water
Treatment Plant as they are not necessary. Seems like a
good thing to me.

That's it for this month. Praying for all disaster
victims in Texas and the Carolinas.

As always, thanks for the opportunity to express
my opinions.

Weegie Kuendig
dkuendig@ aol.com
386-451-6470.




ANNUAL FUND RAI$SER UPDATE

$6,195 has been raised! Thank you!

We have not yet reached our Annual Fundraiser goal of $8,000 and will continue fundraising efforts. This is the perfect
opportunity to show your support for our Community Group by donating any amount you are comfortable with.
We will continue to publish a list of donors in grateful appreciation of your generosity.

Thanks for being a part of this journey!

Residents ($1 and up)
Anonymous ( 2)

Bob and Dot Ducharme
Neighbors ($25 and up)
Anonymous ( 0)

Pat and Larry Carrico

Paul and Elizabeth Graeler

Friends ($50 and up)

Anonymous (6)

Bill and Sandra Archer

Pat Crowley

Richard and Lynn Fishel
Judith Heller

Larry and Clara Keller

Bill and Ally Leigh-Manuell
Patrons ($100 and up)
Anonymous ( 2 )

Beach Buns — Russ and
Cyndee Klauss

Dotty Bradbrook and Eric
Kalugin

Rose Marie Candler
Sponsors ($200 and up)
Anonymous ( 0 )

Chris and Julie Brown
Druzbick-Olmstead Family
Hannah King

Angels (3500 and up)
Anonymous (1)
Enjoyable Properties

Korean War Vets Assoc
Chapter 189

Jane Hurd and Chad and
Letitia Macfie

Bo Nickell

Annaliese Ryan and Robert
Harris

Larry and Lucile McDermott
Mike and Lisa Miller
Wendell Powell

Rob Rabenold

Manny Salazar and Robbie
Marshall

Steve and Kim Schlossberg

Dee Ann Cobb

Steve and Connie Lambert
Don Kane and Associates
Reba Peters

Sherry Phillips

Pam and Ron Raml

Bohdi and Nancy
Lewandowskyj

John N. McGuinness and
Sean Doyle

Nancy Koenig In Loving
Memory of Steve Koenig

It’s not too late to send your donation! Mail it to

Bellaire Community Group
2000 N Halifax
Daytona Beach, FL 32118

Lisa Barr and Patty Perry

Lynn Stackhouse
Pat Thomason
Jack and Linda Tracy

Frank Stein

Judy Sterling

Frank and Terre Tumminello
Sue and Don VanEssendelft

Tom and Betsy Russell
Paul and Trudie Skinner
Denny Snyder and Chuck
Ellenwood

Ken Whitaker Chevrolet

Zbig and Zofia Rek
Rice Law Firm

Paul Zimmerman

The BCG Investment Levels
Residents $1 and up
Neighbors $25 and up
Friends $50 and up

Sponsors $200 and up
Angels $500 and up



FROM THE CHIEF OF
POLICE

Jakari Young,
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach

As we move through the heart of summer, the
Daytona Beach Police Department remains steadfast in
our commitment to public safety, community
engagement, and positive outreach. July has been an
active and rewarding month, marked by collaborative
efforts across the city and meaningful interactions with
our residents. From a successful Independence Day
celebration to impactful youth programs, our officers
continue to serve with integrity and purpose. We thank
you for your continued support and partnership.

The Daytona Beach Police Department is
pleased to report a smooth and secure Fourth of July.
With enhanced patrol presence and coordinated efforts
alongside city departments, residents and visitors were
able to celebrate the holiday safely. Our gratitude goes
out to the community for their cooperation and

vigilance, helping ensure a peaceful and enjoyable
holiday for all.

Our department is proud to participate in
Summer Fun on the Run, a City of Daytona Beach
initiative, bringing summer camp experiences directly to
children in neighborhoods, throughout our city. Officers
engage with youth through games, crafts, and
conversations, strengthening relationships and fostering
trust. This effort reflects our ongoing dedication to
uplifting and supporting the next generation. As summer
continues, we remind all motorists to exercise caution
while driving, especially in residential areas, near parks,
and throughout school zones. With children out of
school and spending more time outside, heightened
awareness and reduced speeds are essential to ensure
their safety.

We are excited to continue the utilization of
Drip Patrol, our department’s ice cream truck initiative
designed to strengthen community bonds in a fun and
engaging way. Throughout the month of July and
beyond, officers will distribute frozen treats while

fostering positive interactions across neighborhoods. The

Drip Patrol exemplifies our commitment to community-
first policing and approachable service.

The Daytona Beach Police Department is proud
to present “Academy 06, a behind-the-scenes
documentary that offers an in-depth look at the rigorous
training and personal commitment required of our
newest recruits. This powerful film captures the
challenges, growth, and transformation that take place
during the police academy, providing our community
with a transparent view into the making of a Daytona
Beach Police Officer. We invite you to watch and share
the documentary, now available on the official Daytona
Beach Police Department YouTube channel.

As always, we encourage residents to report any
suspicious activity. Following our social media or
attending your local neighborhood watch meetings are
great ways to stay informed about the safety within the
community. Our officers are proud to serve the residents
of Daytona Beach, and we thank you for being a vital
part of our community.




The History of the 4th of July 9

The Fourth of July, also known as Independence
Day, is a day steeped in history and patriotism,
commemorating the pivotal moment the
American colonies declared their separation from
Great Britain. This event, which fundamentally
shaped the nation's identity, officially occurred
on July 4, 1776, with the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence by the Second
Continental Congress.

Roots of Rebellion and the Declaration of
Independence:

The genesis of Independence Day lies in the growing
colonial discontent with British policies, especially
those imposing taxes without the

consent of the governed. The iconic phrase "no
taxation without representation" encapsulated the
frustrations that led to a series of events
culminating in the Revolutionary War. The
Declaration of Independence, drafted primarily by
Thomas Jefferson, was a radical articulation

of the desire for a sovereign nation. It drew
inspiration from Enlightenment ideals and
borrowed from existing documents like the

Virginia Declaration of Rights, aiming to capture the
"expression of the American mind". While

the Continental Congress voted for independence on
July 2, 1776, it was the formal adoption of the
Declaration two days later that is celebrated as the
birth of the nation.

Early Celebrations and Traditions:

Even before becoming a federal holiday,

Americans marked the occasion with

celebrations. The first public readings of

the Declaration were often accompanied by
festivities like concerts, bonfires, parades, and
cannon fire. Philadelphia hosted the first annual
commemoration in 1777. Massachusetts became the
first state to declare July 4th a state holiday

in 1781. These early celebrations served not only as
reminders of the newly won independence

but also as opportunities for emerging political leaders
to address the citizenry and foster a sense of unity.
Political parties even began to hold separate
celebrations to promote their ideologies.

Evolution into a National Holiday:

The tradition of celebrating the Fourth of July
became more widespread after the War of 1812.
Over time, Independence Day evolved into a
national and unifying event, incorporating
elements like fireworks, picnics, and public
ceremonies. It wasn't until 1870 that the U.S.
Congress officially designated July 4th a federal
holiday, and in 1941, it became a paid holiday
for federal employees.

Today, the Fourth of July is a major national
holiday celebrated with parades, fireworks, and
gatherings that symbolize American patriotism
and the enduring values of freedom and
democracy. While the Declaration's promise of
equality for all wasn't immediately realized for
all individuals within the new nation, the holiday
serves as an opportunity to reflect on the past
and celebrate the ideals that continue to inspire.
The celebrations continue to evolve, blending
historical commemorations with modern leisure
activities and expressions of national pride.



Divorce

Family Law

Prenuptial Agreements
Wills, Trusts & Probate

|

www.RiceLawFlorida.com
222 Seabreeze Boulevard ® 386.257.1222
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160 WALL -

RITCHEY

automotive group

Automotive Sales ¢ Leasing ¢ Service and Parts

LL RITCHEY

CHEVROLET

551 N. Nova Rd.  386-255-4444
JonHall.com

= SUBARU

Subaru

650 N. Nova Rd. * 386-255-2252  Subaru0fDaytona.com

Cawidtze  BUICK

932 N. Nova Rd. » 386-236-5000
RitcheyCadillac.com

A
Ritchey@D

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159  386-236-5156
RitcheyAutos.com

TRUCKS

@ HYUNDAI
DAYTONA

HYUNDAI

901 N. Nova Rd. « 386-255-9374  DaytonaHyundai.com

122489




Blue Skies Fine Cuts LLC

Full Service Lawn Service
& Landscaping

Shane Hillyard

386-795-1101
blueskiesfinecuts@gmail.com

Printed in Daytona Beach at

; I:?ij - ,E . ;‘3 %
R\ @

Dl
“” Since 1927

DAYTONA BEACH, FLORTDA

735 N. Ridgewood Avenue
Daytona Beach
(386) 252-6571

Don and Hannah King

Amway Products
Amway Business Opportunity

386-248-3095 8023kin@bellsouth.net
www.amway.com/king

BILL MURPHY

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

3]

llibmurphy@yahoo.com
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Nancy Koenig, Broker
Steve Koenig, Broker

386-257-6700

KoenigRealty.com

Your Local Full Service

Real Estate Company
Your Beachside Specialists

Call Us Today - 386-257-6700

YOUR REFERRALS ARE
GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Contact us for a FREE 10 minute onsite
price consultation on your property.
Call 386-257-6700




THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY!

Street Captains Needed
to deliver newsletters...

The following street does not have someone assigned to
deliver newsletters to:

N. Peninsula (South End)

We also need people who can fill-in when our regular volunteers
are not available.

You can deliver to a street other than the street on which you live.

If you could help deliver newsletters once a month please
contact Nancy at 386-257-6700 or Nancy@KoenigRealty.com

The time investment is less than 1 hour monthly.
Please volunteer to help our community group.
Many hands make light work!

Thank You!

Belaire and Driftwood: Robbie Walton N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell: Dan Stockman
Boylston (east end): Frank Stein N. Halifax: Nancy Koenig and Nikolai Hargreaves
Boylston (west end): Patty Interto Nautilus: Jake and Gracie Bodine

Brookline: Donna Hiatt Pelican: MaryAnn and Danny Langton

Chaffee Place: Sherry Phillips Plaza: Stacy Prestwood

Columbus, N Peninsula: Shree Gobin Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness Seaview: Suzy Lamoureux

Euclid: Janice and Mike Felisko Stanford: Netta Weiner

Flagstone: Ellen Gerard Williams: James ‘Mac” McConnell

Flushing: Jake and Gracie Bodine Waverly: Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos

Golf: Lisa Gall Woodland: Don Hietala

N. Grandview: Connie Lambert Zelda: Flly and Rachael Petersen

Hartford: Kassi Mercy

Manhattan, Jacaranda, and Chipeway:
Robert Sabol and Angela Asemota
Morningside: Ted and Cindy Beers

Special thanks to all our volunteers!
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