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Happy New Year! 
 
Whether I am at the meeting or not, I 
appreciate feedback. I could not attend our 
last meeting, our Holiday Party/Ticket 
Auction. The call I got from active BCG 
member and published author, Jeff Boyle, 
was so powerful I had to ask him to put into 
writing the essence of the report he gave 
me, and this is what I received:  
 
Steve, 
I am writing to tell you the annual event last night was perfection! The tables at the 
Schnebly Center, with just the right lighting, were beautifully decorated and filled to 
capacity. The Potluck food set out was out of this world and included desserts and 
eggnog! Every prize displayed drew ticket bids, and Rachel Hristov and Nancy 
Lewandowskyj did an amazing job organizing the drawing. The values of the items 
and the gift certificates were off the charts. Two beautiful young ladies took turns 
announcing the numbers in clear voices and each prize winner was celebrated with 
applause and congratulations. The music selections of DJ Sean Doyle were an 
appropriate mix of Christmas classics and some nostalgic tunes from the 60's and 
70’s. Every participant left feeling loved and appreciated, and part of a wonderful 
evening of camaraderie and fellowship. We are grateful for the Bellaire Community 
Group as an important part of our lives, as we live in paradise on our barrier island 
and meet monthly to protect the historic and aesthetic character of our 
neighborhoods. Thank you for bringing us together for this unique event which so 
wonderfully captures the giving spirit of the holiday season. What a great reward for 
all who survived a pandemic and two recent hurricanes. We are truly blessed, and our 
love for one another was evident last night. Jeff. 
 

A huge thank you to Jeff for the report and to all the volunteers 
that made this event the success it was.  

Looking ahead to January’s meeting, I asked Paul Zimmerman, 
our founder and the best Vice Chairman I could ever hope for, to Chair 
the meeting and secure a guest speaker.  Paul quickly agreed that he 
would be happy to step-up. Dr. Wendy Anderson, Chair of 
Environmental Science at Stetson University and Chair of the Volusia 
County Soil and Water Board, will be our guest this month. 
 
(con’t on next page) 
 

Join us at the  
Schnebly Center  

1101 N Atlantic Ave 
Thursday, January 19th!   

Meal at 600 p.m. 
Meeting at 630 p.m. 

  
$5 donation suggested 

 
Dinner:  

Garlic Chicken and Pasta - 
Veggie Casserole 

Rolls 
Desserts 

Beverages 

Be
lla

ire
 Community Group
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AGENDA 
1.  6 p.m. Thanksgiving dinner 
2.  Call to Order and Pledge 
3. Crime and safety report—Captain Jeremy Nikolow 
4. Dr Wendy Anderson, Chair of Environmental Science (Stetson 
University) and Chair of the Volusia County Soil and Water Board 
5.  Adjourn 
6. Put tables and chairs away and 
7.  Go home with a smile!  

 
(con’t from Page 1) 

 
This is going to be another great meeting. Thanks to Jeff and 

Paul and all the wonderful volunteers, especially our Street Captains 
that held us together during COVID for 2 years without a 
meeting…but we never missed a monthly newsletter.   

Thanks for the journey, 

Steve and Nancy Koenig 
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Holiday Party Fun



OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Derrick Henry 
Mayor of Daytona Beach 

 
This month, the city will begin the process of 

surveying residents for their valuable feedback on an 
array of topics regarding quality of life issues and city 
services. Resident input will aid in strategic planning 
and help our elected body determine priorities for 
government action.  
  The first phase is a mail-in questionnaire where 
a random sample of 2,400 residents are selected. The 
second phase, which opens the survey online to the 
community at large, will start in February, giving the 
public a chance to respond to the same questions. Next 
month, I will provide details of how you can participate 
in the online portion. Survey responses are confidential 
and no identifying information will be shared.   
  The questions start on a broader spectrum, 
asking respondents to rate Daytona Beach as a place to 
live, to raise kids, to work, to visit and to retire. There’s 
also a request to rate the “overall quality of life in 
Daytona Beach.” Over a span of 150 questions, the 
survey hits multiple angles of the city: there are chances 
for residents to rate Daytona Beach’s economic health, 
community building, traffic flow, service by city 
department….even the “neighborliness of Daytona 
Beach residents.”  
  The survey will take an average of 15 minutes to 
complete. A final report of responses will be ready by 
late March.    
 
 

 
 

Mike Chitwood 
        Volusia County Sheriff 

For me, heading out to work every day 
really doesn’t feel like work.  
  When you’re blessed with the best job you 
could ask for, that’s just how it feels. 
  Of course every day brings challenges, some 
tougher than others. Most of us in law enforcement 
have seen things we’ll never forget and dealt with 
people on their worst days.  
  But when you feel called to this job, and 
come to work every day with a team like mine, 
nothing feels impossible to solve. 
  I started this journey more than 34 years ago 
as a young Philadelphia police officer, and now one 
of the best parts of my job as sheriff is seeing new 
faces begin that same journey. 
  So I’m hoping that if any of you have 
friends or family members who would make great 
law enforcement officers, you will tell them about 
some great opportunities we have coming up at the 
Volusia Sheriff’s Office. 
  On Saturday, Jan. 28, we’re hosting a Career 
Fair unlike anything we’ve done before. It will run 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at our Training Facility 
(3901 Tiger Bay Road, Daytona Beach), where 
we’ll have demonstrations from Air One, SWAT, 
Bomb and K-9 units as well as tours of our Training 
Academy. 
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If you come see us, you’re going to get a 
real sense of what working for the Sheriff’s Office 
is like, and the wide range of possibilities you’ll 
find in a career with us. Not only that – for qualified 
applicants, we’ll have staff on-site ready to conduct 
interviews. A great candidate could even walk away 
with a conditional job offer. 
  One of the bigger selling points we have for 
our recruits is that we pay everyone a salary plus 
benefits throughout their Training Academy 
experience. When you’re training to become a 
deputy, you’re bringing home a paycheck and 
insurance. That gives you crucial financial security 
and stability as you’re getting your career off the 
ground! 
  For more info, head over to our website at 
volusiasheriff.org/careers, and click the “Career 
Fair” link at the top. We’re looking for quality 
people who are driven, dedicated, creative and 
looking to help people solve problems. If this 
sounds like someone you know, please let them 
know this is their chance to see what we’re all 
about. 
  Who knows – we may have a future sheriff 
or police chief out there just looking for a chance to 
get started. 
  Thanks for all your support, 

Sheriff Chitwood 
  
  

 

 

 

Ken Strickland 
City Commissioner Zone 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
 I was initially concerned about the increase in traffic 
however I have not noticed any problems. 
Most everyone knows that bar closing time has been 
moved to 2am except for a few designated special 
events. 

At the January 4 City Commission Meeting  
we voted make the closing time for the Hookah  
establishments the same as the bars. There has been  
discussions for installing more cameras along 
Seabreeze that will be monitored to assist with cutting 
down the undesirable behavior that occurs at closing 
time. 

Colin’s Park was pre wired for video  
surveillance when recently upgraded. Cameras will  
be coming there as well. 

The amount of storm damage in our area as well 
as further north and south has been considerable. Sea 
wall damage must be evaluated and a plan formulated 
for how to make repairs. I don’t think each property 
owner being responsible for the sea wall in front of 
their property will be a good solution. We all know that 
there will be a few that cut corners. Having said that I 
am asking everyone to stay informed. When meetings 
occur concerning sea wall replacement please attend.  
If you can’t attend; make phone calls and send emails 
to pressure the decision makers to make the repairs  
uniformly without cutting corners because it will be a 
matter of time before it happens again. The last two 
storms were not hurricanes. Hard to believe these were 
hundred year events that occurred 43 days apart. Stay 
informed, speak up, speak out and remember there’s 
strength in numbers. 

Please call me anytime for assistance at my 
number listed below. 
 
Until next month. 
 
Ken Strickland 
Zone 2 Commissioner 
386-307-4253 
stricklandken@codb.gov 

Hello neighbors, 
The new school has been completed. This 

should help to attract younger families to our area.



A NATIVE REMEMBERS 
Paul Zimmerman 
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group 
    
 I took a ride up the coast on Highway A1A to 
the northern part of Flagler County over the weekend. I 
took my dog Cici up to the Rocks, so she could run on 
the beach. The Rocks are a unique stretch of beach 
several miles long, stretching from the Hammock area 
almost to Marineland in Flagler County. The “beach” 
there is nothing like our flat white sand beach here.  The 
beach at the Rocks is covered in coarse reddish coquina 
sand, with coquina rock formations jutting up four or 
five feet high and going down into the water.  

Coquina is an unusual “rock” that is made of 
millions of compressed sea shells. This makeup, 
combined with ocean’s wave shaping action, contributes 
to their unique shapes--some tower-like, with hollowed 
out cylindrical holes, and some with flat surfaces 
covered with dark green slippery algae and sea grass. On 
a clear day with a low tide, the formations are visible out 
as far as the first sand bar. There are times when 
the formations are more exposed than other times, but I 
have never seen them completely covered over by sand. 
If you have never seen the “Rocks,” they are certainly 
worth the drive. Washington Oaks State Park normally 
has a beachside parking area with a dune walkover to 
access the Rocks, but due to the damage done by this 
year’s tropical storms, that part of the park is closed for 
repairs. But there are still places for the adventuresome 
to pull off of A1A and walk down to the beach to see 
these beautiful formations. 
 The drive up A1A is an inspiring one, for sure.  
The right whales are here this time of year, and if you 
are lucky you may get to see a mother and calf from the 
shore. Going through Flagler Beach, where I lived for 
almost 20 years back in the early70s and 80s, I saw 
dramatic evidence of the damage caused by the latest 
tropical storms.  In fact, the evidence of severe coastal 
erosion was obvious once we got to Ormond by the Sea. 
For miles, I saw places where sand has been dumped and 
either sea oats or rocks have been planted and placed to 
shore up the edge of A1A. The State of Florida seems 
intent on trying to hold back Mother Nature with sand, 
sea oats, and rocks. The battle to save A1A in Flagler 
has been going on for fifty years now, and it is clear the 

ocean is 
winning. 
When I 
lived in 
Flagler, 
A1A 
“washed out” only a couple of times in the almost 20 
years, but recently it seems to have become an annual 
event. There are areas of Flagler where there used to be a 
beach, but now there is nothing but rocks dumped down 
the edge of A1A, in an attempt to fortify the road from 
the next inevitable ocean assault. Untold millions of tax 
payer dollars have been spent on these projects to hold 
back the ocean. This seems a fool’s errand to some, but 
to others there is money, lots of money, to be made 
dumping sand and rocks and repaving A1A.  
 At the Rocks, which were as exposed as I have 
ever seen them, there was evidence of the erosion and 
wave assault on the beach. The ocean had washed over 
the dunes, covering the normally protected palmettos 
and scrub oaks with coquina sand.  In some areas on the 
beach, piles of sand had been dumped in an attempt to 
reestablish the protective dune line. Further north at 
Marineland, the ocean had come over A1A. In this part 
of A1A, there is very little change in elevation from the 
ocean to the highway, and the ocean is only a couple 
hundred feet from the edge of the road. The state had 
dumped piles of sand about 10 feet high, and covered 
them in sea oat plantings in the latest attempt to hold 
back the ocean. I thought to myself as I drove by, oh, 
sure, this will work.  Even further north up near 
Matanzas Inlet, the ocean had breached Old A1A, 
cutting a new inlet into the Matanzas River.  
 We all know that Volusia’s beaches were 
devastated as well by this year’s storms. Sometimes 
reality is a bitter pill to swallow. I for one have not 
wanted to believe what my eyes see. I wanted to believe 
that our beach was the same as it was 50 or 100 years 
ago, but I have come to accept it. It is not the same. 
Sure, there will be sand deposited on our beach again, 
and there will be days when we say, “look our beach has 
come back.”  But as Bob Dylan once wrote, “you can 
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come back, but you can’t come back all the way.” 
Regardless of why, all the evidence indicates the 
Atlantic is gradually moving westward. I don’t think 
continuing to dump sand and rocks, or planting sea oats, 
or building seawalls will stop it. I am afraid that Einstein 
had it right, about doing the same thing over and over. 
Unless we start doing things differently, if you want to 
see the future of Volusia’s beaches, we only have to look 
north to Flagler’s beaches. Let’s hope this is a wakeup 
call. 

‘til next time, 

Paul 
 

 
 

SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 
Weegie Keundig  
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods 

 
Dear Bellaire Friends 
and Neighbors:  
 
Happy New Year and 
off we go! Part 1. 

Beachside 
Neighborhood Watch 
(BNW) hosted Joseph 
Posey, a land use 
attorney for Glen 
Storch's firm. He made 

a presentation to the group mainly about the Planned 
Development process (PD) in Daytona Beach. I believe 
it is vitally important for residents to understand how 
this process operates, especially in light of all the 
development that has occurred recently and continues to 
occur at a rapid rate all over Daytona Beach. If you are 
not familiar with the process, please go to the BNW 
FaceBook page and watch the meeting. Our City also 
has an informative YouTube video of the development 
process: Developing in CODB (youtube  ). Here's why I 
think we need to understand the process: 

Almost always,  a developer with a large or 
unusual parcel asks for a PD ( basically a deviation from 
our LDC and Comp Plan). They do so with the help of a 

land use attorney. They pay a lot of money to get 
representation to change our zoning laws so that they 
can maximize profits. It is certainly their right to do so. 
As residents, whose lives are impacted,  we don't usually 
have the money to hire an attorney or experts to 
represent our interests. So it behooves us to at least be 
able to speak the language and understand the process. 

Because PDs are quasi -judicial, the  hearings 
are evidentiary and "fact -based.” These "facts" must be 
supported by "expert" testimony according to the law. 
Residents cannot just say we don't want a deviation from 
our LDC for a certain project. Our Planning Department 
has people on staff that review PD applications and 
make a recommendation to the Planning Board and the 
Commission (final arbiters) who approve or deny based 
on the "evidence.”  

Let's take the LPGA traffic nightmare as just one 
example. The developers have presented evidence that 
says everything is just fine and the developments around 
there can continue.  We all know that it is NOT fine - far 
from it. But that doesn't seem to be enough to deny more 
development. My question then becomes this: must 
we as residents hire attorneys and our own experts to 
refute their findings? And it seems developers use the 
same preferred experts over and over for their input. I 
sometimes see these companies involved in donating to 
political candidates. Something that makes me say 
"hmmm."  And I really don't believe we, as residents, 
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should have to pay to protect our own property rights - 
but here we are.  

I hope you have not been bored with this opinion 
letter of mine. I want to spend more time continuing 
with my thoughts about PD's, giving more examples, and 
discussing the process. In the meantime, please watch 
our Planning Board and Commission votes. Their votes 
(not necessarily what they say) are how we accept or 
deny the extraordinary overdevelopment and the 
consequences we are seeing.  

Until next time. Thanks for the opportunity. 

 Weegie Kuendig 
dkuendig@aol.com 
386-451-6470 
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$15 OFF SERVICE CALL FOR BCG AREA RESIDENTS

386-747-5358Amazing Gifts



FROM THE CHIEF OF 
POLICE  

 

Jakari Young  
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach 
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The first month of a new year sets the tone  
for the following eleven. Last year the with the  
extraordinary team work through the Daytona Beach  
Police Department, we upheld the reputation of being 
one of the best agencies in the Central Florida area. This 
year I look forward to encouraging each and every one 
of my officers to consistently strive to be better than 
yesterday.  

As we welcome a new year, we can’t help but 
notice the decrease in overall crime compared to the 
year prior. We have seen drops in assaults and batteries 
(40%), burglaries to both businesses and residences 
(26%), robberies (4%) and firearm related calls for  
service (31%) compared to 2021 when looking at our 
preliminary year end totals. Our goal as we begin this 
New Year is to continue to see crime drop throughout 
our community and maintain our proactive 
 policing approaches year long.  

The growth to come will be even greater than  
the growth we experienced last year. We are looking  
forward to expanding that growth from new equipment 
to new department members. We are going to continue 
to be the top preforming and most professional public 
servants in the Central Florida area.

Full Service Lawn Service  
& Landscaping

•  FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs 
•  Complete Jewelry Repairs 
•  Large Selection of  Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry 
•  Large selection of  High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads 
•  We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry 
•  On-Site Parking 
•  BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer 
•  On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday & 
    Wednesday

Voted Best  
Around for past 
28 years for Best 

Fine Jewelry 
& Clock Shop

50%
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LEAVING LOCKDOWN 
Another month and I still haven’t caught the 

plague. Oh, but it’s circling closer and closer. Two 
people in my closest bubble contracted it and I barely 
escaped in time. It took ten days for the first one to 
finally test negative, and a day later her husband went 
down and is now on day 7 of testing positive. I can feel 
it in the wind…sooner or later I’m going to get it, but I 
am not giving up.  

Sure enough, my move to the house in the 
woods to accommodate my elderly father has been a 
little complicated, but when I had a close encounter with 
COVID I was able to get out and relocate for a few days 
to wait out the infection period. I still haven’t really left 
lockdown, since protecting him is paramount. He’s a 
tough old bird, and I think he’d come through an 
infection well, but there is no point in taking chances. 
He’s very dear to me.  

Here is some COVID data. Don’t forget, this is 
still an active situation, and looking across the world, as 
some countries lift all their restrictions, the infection rate 
shoots up as well as the death counts. Here in Florida, 
according to the CDC, a bit over 96% of us have had at 
least the primary series of shots, but only about 10% of 
folks under 65 have gotten their bivalent shots. It 
shouldn’t surprise anyone that the folks over 65 have a 
better turnout rate…but it’s only just over 25%, which 
does surprise me. Our senior population is the most 
vulnerable!  

It’s a little worrying to me that when I look at 
county by county CDC data from Florida, a number of 
counties are reading “suppressed.” Their COVID data is 
either not being supplied or not being made public. I did 
a little digging around and found that some counties are 
indeed holding back data from the state…but also that 
the state itself, by order of the DeSantis administration, 
has declared that it is not required to release the 
information to the CDC. (That’s…strange.) As a result, 
the only source of information about infection and death 
rates is pretty much anecdotal. I’m not sure why this 
kind of public health data would need to be hidden from 
the public. Is it that the data is too scary to release? 
Could the DeSantis administration actually be acting in 
the best interests of the people they’re charged to serve? 
(Seems unlikely.) But one thing worries me even more:  
 

 
 
 
the DeSantis administration appears to be setting up a 
state-level equivalent to the CDC.  

First of all, it sets up a competing disease control 
and prevention organization when the US already has 
one. I’m not sure why that’s necessary. Might there be a 
political reason? What would they gain by actively going 
against the federal government’s agencies? DeSantis 
claims that the CDC is “not serving a useful function,” 
saying that it isn’t doing “evidence-based medicine” 
(that’s from the Clayton News-Daily). I’m not sure why 
he's suspicious of a government data set that shows 
infections and death rates.  

Second of all, as a scholar, I am concerned that 
when the people don’t have access to information—or if 
that information is slanted, influenced, or biased in its 
nature—we the people operate in the dark. That seems 
pretty bad news for the Sunshine State, doesn’t it? When 
is access to information ever a bad thing? Can’t we be 
allowed to see the information and make up our own 
minds about it? I don’t want to be told what to think. In 
fact my whole professional life has been teaching people 
HOW to think, not WHAT to think.  

Teaching people WHAT to think seems…a little 
Orwellian. Don’t we typically sympathize with countries 
whose governments tell their people what to think and 
enforce certain viewpoints that aren’t entirely true?  

I don’t know, y’all. I just don’t know.  
But what I do know is that Florida’s glorious 

winter season means it’s 70 degrees as I write this. My 
dad is sitting in the sunshine reading a Jack Reacher 
novel. (If you haven’t read those, look up Lee Child and 
sit back for enjoyment. But don’t read the latest ones, 
because Lee Child isn’t writing them.) My classes start 
tomorrow and I’ll be taking my students outside for the 
first day and as often as possible. I’m ever grateful for 
my colleagues, my friends, and my family’s continued 
good health. And I’m grateful that my dad seems to be 
doing well. He doesn’t need a babysitter. He just needs a 
safe place, with family in residence, so he can relax. He 
deserves that.  

Stay safe, everyone, and enjoy the new year as 
much as you can. Breathe in deep and long slow exhale 
for those tough moments that come to everyone’s life. 
Wash your hands. Wear your masks around other 
people. See you next month.  
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901 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-9374 •  DaytonaHyundai.com650 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-2252 •  SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159        386-236-5156

RitcheyAutos.com
551 N. Nova Rd. •  386-255-4444

JonHall.com
932 N. Nova Rd.•  386-236-5000

RitcheyCadillac.com

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts
12
24
89

RITCHEY
a u t o m o t i v e  g r o u p
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KOENIG
R E A L T Y

Steve Koenig, Broker  
Nancy Koenig, Broker Associate   

386-257-6700 
KoenigRealty.com 

 
Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company 

Your Beachside Specialists 

Think of us when looking for your next Forever Friend. 
Halifax Humane Society. We never euthanize animals for 
space or length of time at the shelter.  
Have time on your hands??  Come be a volunteer!!  
Hours and duties can be very very flexible! 

(386) 274-4703 
Fax: (386) 267-0651 

HalifaxHumaneSociety.org  
2364 LPGA Blvd. 

Daytona Beach, FL 32124 
 info@halifaxhumanesociety.org 



THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY! 12

A1A Condos:  Steve and Nancy Koenig  
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love & 

David Hermann 
Boylston (east end):   Frank Stein 
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside 
Brookline:  Donna Hiatt 
Chaffee Place:  Sherry & Bill Phillips 
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness  
Columbus: Tammy Schreck 
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko 
Flagstone: Ellen Gerard   

Golf: Lisa Gall 
N. Grandview: Connie Lambert 
Hartford: Kassi Mercy 
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden 
Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers 
N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:  
Dan Stockman 

Pelican: MaryAnn and Danny Langton 
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder 
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson 
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood 
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman 
Seaview: Suzy Lamoureux 
Stanford: Netta Weiner 
Williams: Megan O’Neill and Rachel Owens

  

Waverly:  Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos 
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina 

 

Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen   
   
N. Halifax:  Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves 

   

Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein, Donna Coles, 
  and Reba Peters.  A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!  

Flushing & Manhattan: Ed Labonbille

Nautilus: Susan McDonald 

 

Great 
Friends
Great 

Friends
And  

Neighbors


