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This month is our annual Holiday 

Ticket Auction and Party!  
Co-chairs Rachael Hristov and 

Nancy Lewandowskyj tell me they have 
collected LOTS of great items including a 
3-day 2-night hotel stay at the beachfront 
Holiday Inn Express (thank you Bob Davis, 
President/CEO Lodging and Hospitality 
Association), oil change gift certificates (thank you Glenn Ritchey and 
Jon Hall Chevrolet), gift certificates to restaurants and retail stores and 
many other items. It’s going to be a party. A big THANK YOU to all of 
you who donated.  

If you have not been to a meeting in a while (or ever), this is the 
one NOT TO MISS!  Come meet your neighbors and enjoy a great 
party.  Once again, DJ Sean Doyle will entertain us with holiday music 
as well as party/dance music. 

This covered dish event is always a big hit and spotlights our 
members who come up with tasty creations to share with our neighbors. 
So get cooking and baking and bring something to share! (Please bring 
a serving utensil with your dish if you can.) 

At our November meeting, 
after our call to order pledge, 
District 2 Captain Jeremy 
Nikolow gave the police report.  
We were blessed to have a well 
attended meeting and our 
members had plenty of questions 
for the Captain. 

We then moved on to our featured guest, Andy Holmes, 
Assistant City Manager.  Paul 
Zimmerman did a fantastic job of 
keeping the meeting lively and 
also presented Andy with a 
certificate of appreciation.  

 
(con’t on next page) 

 

Join us at the  
Schnebly Center  

1101 N Atlantic Ave 
Thursday, December 15th!   

Meal at 600 p.m. 
Meeting at 630 p.m. 

  
 

Dinner:  
Holiday Potluck!  

(Bring your favorite and a 
serving utensil if you can!) 
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AGENDA 
1.  6 p.m. Thanksgiving dinner 
2.  Call to Order and Pledge 
3. Crime and safety report—Captain Jeremy Nikolow 
4. Annual Holiday Party and Ticket Auction 
5.  Adjourn 
6. Put tables and chairs away and 
7.  Go home with a smile!  

 
(con’t from Page 1) 

 
Reba and Connie helping out in 
the kitchen  
 

 

 

 

Our favorite way to 
end another great 
meeting is by 
awarding the 50-50 
winnings.  The winner 
was Nancy 
Lewandowskyj and 
she was presented her 
winnings by Gus 
Colarusso.  

We wish you all a very Happy and Safe Holiday. 

Thanks for the journey, 

Steve and Nancy Koenig 
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OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Derrick Henry 
Mayor of Daytona Beach 

 
Happy Holidays! Exercise is a proven way to 

improve health, reduce stress and increase your overall 
wellbeing. Start off the new year right with me as I host 
another Mayor’s Fitness Challenge. Whether you’re 
already fit or you want to learn how to get fit, join us as 
we get moving together.  

Registration is open for this popular 10-week 
program featuring a schedule of fun activities for adults 
of all ages and fitness levels. The first class is Tuesday, 
Jan. 10, and biweekly sessions include a mix of indoor 
and outdoor activities including line dancing, strength 
training, walk/runs and yoga. Get ready to stretch, move 
and sweat with me! 
  Registration is only $20 per participant. Classes 
will be at 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday and 8:30 a.m. every 
Saturday.    
  There will be a weigh-in at the beginning of the 
program and again at the end to track results. Prizes will 
be awarded to those who lose the highest percentage of 
weight. Additional prizes will awarded.  
  Registration is online at 
www.CODB.us/FitnessChallenge or at the first 
session/weigh-in at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10, at the 
Midtown Cultural & Educational Center (being renamed 
the Julia T. and Charles W. Cherry, Sr. Cultural and 
Educational Center). For more information, please 
contact Sharonda Irvin at (386) 671-8250 
or IrvinSharonda@codb.us.  
 
 

 
 

Mike Chitwood 
        Volusia County Sheriff 

For all of us concerned about juvenile crime, 
behavior, mental health, substance abuse and more, a 
vision more than a decade in the making has at last 
become reality in Volusia County. 
  With the opening of the Volusia Family 
Resource Center in Daytona Beach, we finally have one 
comprehensive location where at-risk, troubled, or 
struggling kids can get the tools they need to find a path 
to a successful life. 
  As you may know, this has been a big issue for 
me since early in my tenure as police chief in Daytona 
Beach. We’ve been trying to bring a project like this to 
our area since at least 2011.  
  Now, with the Volusia County Council’s 
approval of $5.4 million in federal funding for the 
project, the county’s purchase of a building at 3747 W. 
International Speedway Blvd., and an incredible 
renovation to fit our vision in just 90 days, we’re off and 
running.  
  The Family Resource Center (FRC) is truly a 
one-stop shop for kids and families who need services. 
In addition to our own Sheriff’s Office staff, we have 
members of the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, 
the Children’s Home Society of Florida, Halifax 
Behavioral Services and Volusia County Schools all 
under one roof. 
  We’re not just processing kids who get arrested. 
The FRC’s doors are open for any families who see their 
kids making bad decisions and heading down the wrong 
path due to a variety of factors. We can instantly connect 
them with the services and resources they need. 
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  It was truly a team effort getting this project off 
the ground, and one of our biggest MVPs has been our 
own state Sen. Tom Wright, who has an incredible 
ability to get so many different organizations and 
government agencies all on the same page. 
  None of this would have happened without the 
hard work and relentlessness of my Juvenile Services 
Director Carla Quann, who was with me at the Daytona 
Beach Police Department and has been helping push for 
this from the start. 

We’re already seeing dozens of youth come 
through the doors, and I hope you will spread the word 
that we’re here for those who need us.  
  For more information on the Family Resource 
Center, visit www.volusiasheriff.org/resources/family-
resource-center.stml, call 386-254-1512, email 
family@volusiasheriff.gov, or stop by and see us at 3747 
W. ISB, Daytona Beach. 
  Thanks for your support, and for sharing this 
good news for Volusia County! 

 Sheriff Mike Chitwood 
  
  
 

 

 

Ken Strickland 
City Commissioner Zone 2 

 
Hello neighbors, 

First, let me say that I cannot express an opinion 
on the proposed condo project across from Steve’s 
Famous Diner. After two meetings, the developer has 
not applied at City Hall for anything concerning this 
project. The two meetings have been for nothing, as the 
developer was unprepared at the first meeting and his 
attorney Rob Merrill had been on the project for about 
24 hours when the 2nd meeting was held. The meeting 
was closed after an hour so the developer and Mr Merrill 

can get more prepared for a presentation at an official 
neighborhood meeting (also known as Developer 
Initiated Meeting or DIM.) 

We have quite a lot of damage especially along 
the beachfront from the two tropical storms that came 
through. Completing cleanup and repairs is going to take 
some time. Inspectors, insurance adjusters and their 
companies, contractors, and suppliers of needed 
materials will be slow and expensive.  

Our legal department is working to put the 
finishing touches on changes to the regulations for 
Hookah lounges citywide. 

Until next month, Deborah and I wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Ken Strickland  
Zone 2 City Commissioner 
386-307-4253 
Stricklandken@codb.us 
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A NATIVE REMEMBERS 
Paul Zimmerman 
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group 
    
 
First, let me say, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and 
Happy Holidays.  I hope everyone has a wonderful 
holiday season and gets to spend time with loved ones, 
family members, and friends. This is a special time of 
year that can be full of joy, and unfortunately, for some 
who have loved ones missing, a sad time, please reach 
out to those folks and let them know you are thinking of 
them. Best wishes to all of you. 
 Last summer’s hurricane season brought us two 
tropical storms to our area, Ian and Nicole. Neither, 
when they arrived to Daytona Beach area, were even Cat 
One hurricanes. However, the destruction caused by the 
erosion of our beach was catastrophic. It was reported 49 
oceanfront homes and condominiums were condemned 
and deemed unsafe for occupancy.  Collapsed seawalls 
were too numerous to count, including the seawall at our 
boardwalk. Dunes that have been standing for my entire 
life here were washed away and many homes and 
condominiums were left dangling precariously over a 
10-20 foot drop down to the new level of our beach. 
Those dunes, which not only act as a buffer from the 
forces of Mother Nature to our upland properties, also 
act as the nesting area for the endangered sea turtles.  
 The State of Florida’s Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) is charged with the 
enforcement of the Florida Beach and Shore 
Preservation Act (FBSPA), the DEP has enacted the 
Coastal Construction Control Line Program (CCCL, 
https://floridadep.gov/CCCL) to assure the Compliance 
with the FBSPA.  According to the DEP’s website the 
CCCL is meant “to preserve and protect Florida’s 
sandy beaches and adjacent dune systems. Beaches 
and dunes are vital components of the dynamic 
coastal system that surrounds most of Florida.”  The 
CCCL runs just east of A1A,  well inland of the current 
sea walls and what is left of our dune system. Most of 
the ocean-front properties in the Bellaire area are about 
2/3rds east of the CCCL. Furthermore, Volusia Home 
Rule Charter (202.4) charges the County Council to set 
minimal environmental standards, the purpose of which, 
is among other things is “beach and dune protection ”

It appears 
there is 
sufficient 
statutory 
grounds 
for our government agencies to, in fact, protect our 
beaches and dunes. 
 I have lived in the area for all of my life with the 
exception of my years at FSU (go Noles). I have never 
seen the degree of destruction these two tropical storms 
inflicted, nor have I ever seen the mean water line as 
consistently as high. Webster defines common sense as, 
“sound and prudent judgment based on simple 
perception of the situation or facts.” Nicole and Ian have 
left us with physical evidence, indisputable facts, that the 
Atlantic Ocean is moving westward and is reclaiming a 
significant portion of our beach.  The CCCL is in place 
to protect us, the beach and dunes, and the nesting sea 
turtles. All the rules and regulations in the world mean 
nothing if not enforced. In fact, when rules meant to 
protect us go unenforced, it results in a false sense of 
security and a loss of trust in our government, its 
agencies, and our representatives charged with their 
enforcement. 
 Currently, there are two condominium projects 
proposed by developers here in Daytona Beach, one in 
the heart of the Bellaire area. The great majority of both 
of these buildings are well east of the CCCL.  Both 
properties experienced significant damage from the 
storms. The one in the Bellaire area has lost all but a 
small portion of its seawall, and about 70 feet of 
property to the Atlantic Ocean. It will require a special 
permit from the DEP to build a seawall and to fill in that 
70 feet of property with fill. If granted, how is this action 
consistent with the DEP’s mandate, “to preserve and 
protect Florida’s sandy beaches and adjacent dune 
systems”?  
  Both of these projects will require multiple 
public meetings requesting multiple variances to our 
existing codes. If you, like me, are opposed to this 
suspension of not only common sense but the

5



enforcement of statutory requirements please attend 
these meetings, and have your voices heard. In the 
interim, contact your city, county, and state 
representatives and let them know how you feel. The 
local contact phone number for our CCCL permit 
manager is 850 245 7680. There are citizen’s groups and 
a Face Book page, Ortona Neighbors Against 2001 A1A 
Condo Monstrosity, in our area who have mobilized to 
prevent these projects from moving forward.  

‘til next time, 
Paul 

 
 

 
 

SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 
Weegie Keundig  
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods 

 
Dear Bellaire Friends 
and Neighbors:  
 

The holiday 
season is upon us, but 
considering the on-going 
suffering of so many in 
our city and county, I am 
having a difficult time 
getting in the spirit. I 
wish each and everyone 

of you peace at this special time but feel I need to address 
issues close to our homes. 

First, the election season is over, thankfully. We 
now live with the consequences of our vote. 

Second, some thoughts on the Gelcorp 
Development Project across from Steve's Diner in your 
Bellaire neighborhood (the same property that got 
devastated in 2004 and never recovered). I attended the 
first non-official Developer Initiated Meeting along with at 
least 50 others, chaired by the project manager. About 70 
or more attended the second non- official DIM, chaired by 
their newly hired attorney, who said there would be a third 
meeting (hopefully at a neutral, larger facility) because the 
project has not formally moved into the development 
system in our city - unlike the project on the Silver Beach 

approach with basically the same issues (Dev #2022-
155).  Please get involved. Go to meetings, use social 
media to promote causes, use the city website, learn the 
planning language and process to be able to fight fire with 
fire.  

No developer is automatically entitled to a 
Planned Development. It is a privilege and not a right. 
They are entitled to build what our LDC and other laws 
(state and county) allow.  Even then, the state allows us to 
step back and put in place a moratorium to review our 
rules. If we had followed our original codes and not 
changed them willy-nilly to suit developers' whims and 
profit margins, we might not be in this state of 
environmental mess on the beach and elsewhere in the 
city.  See Paul's column this month. 
 The concerns of residents are not simply about the 
view being blocked. It isn't only about what we call 
"quality of life" issues any longer. The concerns are about 
the safety, welfare. and health issues of our current 
residents. It is about avoiding more damage to our 
environment. Where is the adequate infrastructure? 
Sewage backups are unacceptable and yet happened in 
many places.  A 500 year tropical storm - two in 5 weeks - 
gotta blame something. Does anyone really believe this or 
something worse won't happen again for generations? 
Rebuilt seawalls have inherent problems. Their failure can 
mean seawater flooding our neighborhoods. No dunes 
and dark beaches where nothing grows is dangerous. Wind 
tunnels are created between large structures that reach into 

6



neighborhoods and can cause massive damage. There is so 
much more. We need a full stop - at the least, a big step 
back to fix this mess that has been government 
sanctioned.  

And the third issue to cover:  escalating late- night 
crime on Seabreeze, now including murder. The fourth 
murder in my neighborhood in less than 9 
months.  Seabreeze, the street, even though it is 
commercial, is part of my neighborhood, always has been. 
We need to put an end to that argument. The argument 
is based on a technicality. The name of my neighborhood 
is Seabreeze.  The spill over of crime is evident to most of 
us who live here.  We are affected by this latest incident as 
well as all the others. Would you want to live with this? 
And no, it hasn't always been like this. I will have more to 
say in the next newsletter after the Commission discusses 
what to do about it at their next meeting.  For now I say we 
must be pro-active, instead of reactive. 

Sadly, I guess you could call this column my 
holiday rant, but the issues don't disappear. I do sincerely 
wish all of you joy and thanks again for the opportunity. 

Weegie Kuendig 
dkuendig@aol.com 
386-451-6470 
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$15 OFF SERVICE CALL FOR BCG AREA RESIDENTS

•  FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs 
•  Complete Jewelry Repairs 
•  Large Selection of  Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry 
•  Large selection of  High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads 
•  We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry 
•  On-Site Parking 
•  BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer 
•  On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday & 
    Wednesday

Voted Best  
Around for past 
28 years for Best 

Fine Jewelry 
& Clock Shop

50%

386-747-5358



FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE  
 
Jakari Young,  
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach 

 

The City of Daytona Beach stretches just under 65 
square miles and holds more than 73,000 residents. During 
special events such as Race Week, Biketoberfest and 
Spring Break, the population of our city far exceeds its 
73,000 residents. Our department is responsible for serving 
and protecting all residents and visitors to our city. With 
the growth our city has seen over the past couple of years, 
the number we serve continues to increase. We have talked 
on many occasions within the department and with the 
public about recruitment and making an increased police 
presence in the community. As our city continues to grow, 
increasing our staffing and police presence becomes more 
and more crucial. 

Over the summer, our department’s vacancies 
remained at just under 40 open positions. At full staffing, 
the department is allotted 243 full time sworn officer 
positions. We continued our recruitment efforts and job 
fair events to retain more personnel to help fill these 
vacancies. Even with these efforts, there were open 
positions remaining. An increased social media presences 
aimed specifically at recruiting has resulted in an 
abundance of interest in our department. When asked how 
applicants heard about these positions, the overwhelming 
response was through social media. 

We were extremely proud and excited to announce 
our partnership with Daytona State College to integrate the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
newest public servants into our department’s ideas and 
training of how we relate to and serve the community. 
These recruits will be given first-hand training from our 
department and its leaders and given the opportunity to 
join the community events we attend. Our first academy 
class began November 14th, 2022 and was at capacity in 
record time. These 19 public servants in training will 
spend the next 6 months learning from the best of our 
department and gaining real life experience that will 
prepare them to become Daytona Beach Police Officers. 

The next available academy will begin in March, 
2023. The applicants selected will be a part of our 
Academy Sponsorship Program and begin earning $22.49 
an hour while in the academy. The Academy Sponsorship 
Program affords interested applicants the opportunity to 
attend our academy at no cost with health benefits 
available. We encourage anyone who is interested in 
joining our team to contact our recruiting department as 
soon as possible. For more information on the program 
interested parties can email recruiting@dbpd.us expressing 
their interest.  
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LEAVING LOCKDOWN 
Another month and I still haven’t caught the 

plague. All around me, folks are getting it—but not the 
folks in my little bubble. I wonder why that is, but you 
already know what I think the answer is: I’m acting like 
there’s still a plague that can be caught.  

I have a definite theme to “leaving lockdown” 
this month: in about two weeks, my 90 year old father 
comes to visit me for three months while his Vermont 
home is too cold. (Finally, after 30 years, he agrees that 
the cold may be too much for him.) This visit is, in 
theory, in preparation for his permanent move here to 
sunny Florida, although he’s a stubborn cuss and may 
yet decide he can handle another winter in freezing and 
single digit temperatures. So, he’s leaving lockdown for 
sure, for a future nobody can foresee.  

And so am I. I am grateful that I have two 
wonderful homes to live in—one on the beachside, 
where I’ve lived since 1999, and one that I like to call 
“the house in the woods,” up in Ormond Beach. We 
bought the house in the woods a few years ago, knowing 
we needed a hurricane house as well as a house to move 
to when we retire. We weren’t expecting to move there 
permanently for some years yet, but my dad…so, with 
mixed feelings, we are moving. At least, until March, 
when Dad is scheduled to return to what will be mud 
season in the northeast kingdom.  

I too am leaving lockdown for a future nobody 
can foresee. It isn’t like once he gets here, life will be 
whatever passes for normal these days. He may hate it. 
He will certainly hate being too afraid at his age to drive 
on Florida roads. He is fully competent, mentally alert, 
physically strong but beginning to get a bit frail and 
unsteady…and he may be bored out of his mind here, 
with no acreage to mow and no trees to take down for 
firewood. And I will start the adjustment that a lot of 
adult children begin: the long slide into taking care of an 
aging parent. Maybe it won’t be long. It certainly won’t 
always be easy. And I won’t be alone—I will have the 
support of the rest of my family as we work out how to 
mesh Dad into our daily lives. But it’s my home he’ll be 
living in, and those of you who have faced this question 
know the questions this raises.  

Grab bars in the shower are an easy solution. 
There are many other issues we’ll have to find ways to 
address—for example, he is a carnivore through and 

through, and I am definitely not, but part of the reason 
we want him here is that he hates cooking for himself 
and therefore doesn’t eat too well on his own. How to 
make sure that he eats less meat and that I find ways to 
tolerate the smell of it? (I know, some of you are rolling 
your eyes, but let me tell you that after almost fifteen 
years without eating any meat product, my stomach 
threatens revolt when I smell it.)  

Leaving my beach will also be a hard thing. 
Over 20 years on the beachside means that I am 
accustomed to seeing it at the end of my road, knowing 
that I can walk down there any time I like and watch for 
dolphins and ospreys. I like the smell of salt on the air 
and the fact that when the wind is right, I can hear the 
waves. The house in the woods is literally in a forest and 
there is no salt air or waves (but plenty of crows, 
woodpeckers, and barred owls to listen to). It will be a 
change. A big change.  

The good things: Dad’s grand piano is here, and 
when the Florida warmth finally starts to help his 
arthritis, he’ll be able to play it again. Not to his concert-
level expectations of himself but he’ll be able to play. 
And living at the house in the woods means silence most 
of the time—no cars racing down the street at 3 a.m. 
during event weeks!  

I’ll still be writing this column, and I will update 
you accordingly. My father is a huge fan favorite on my 
Facebook page…maybe he’ll be a favorite here too.  

I wish you a peaceful holiday season, friends. 
Stay safe.  
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901 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-9374 •  DaytonaHyundai.com650 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-2252 •  SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159        386-236-5156

RitcheyAutos.com
551 N. Nova Rd. •  386-255-4444

JonHall.com
932 N. Nova Rd.•  386-236-5000

RitcheyCadillac.com

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts
12
24
89

RITCHEY
a u t o m o t i v e  g r o u p
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Full Service Lawn Service  
& Landscaping

Think of us when looking for your next Forever Friend. 
Halifax Humane Society. We never euthanize animals for 
space or length of time at the shelter.  
Have time on your hands??  Come be a volunteer!!  
Hours and duties can be very very flexible! 

(386) 274-4703 
Fax: (386) 267-0651 

HalifaxHumaneSociety.org  
2364 LPGA Blvd. 

Daytona Beach, FL 32124 
 info@halifaxhumanesociety.org 

Printed in Daytona Beach at

735 N. Ridgewood Ave. • Daytona Beach 
(386) 252-6571

KOENIG
R E A L T Y

Steve Koenig, Broker  
Nancy Koenig, Broker Associate   

386-257-6700 
KoenigRealty.com 

 
Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company 

Your Beachside Specialists 



THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY! 

The following streets do not have someone assigned to deliver newsletters 
to: 
 Flagstone, Flushing, Manhatten   
We also need people who can fill-in when our regular volunteers are not  
available.    

You can deliver to a street other than the street on which you live. 
 
If you could help deliver newsletters once a month please contact Nancy at 
386-257-6700 or Nancy@KoenigRealty.com 
 
The time investment is less than 1 hour monthly.  Please volunteer to help 
our community group. Many hands make light work!  

Thank You!

Street Captains Needed  
to deliver newsletters...
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A1A Condos:  Steve and Nancy Koenig  
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love & 

David Hermann 
Boylston (east end):   Frank Stein 
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside 
Brookline:  Donna Hiatt 
Chaffee Place:  Sherry & Bill Phillips 
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness  
Columbus: Tammy Schreck 
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko 
Flagstone: Vacant   
Flushing, Manhattan  Vacant 
Golf: Lisa Gall 
N. Grandview: Connie Lambert 
Hartford: Kassi Mercy 
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden 

Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers 
N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:  Dan Stockman 
Pelican: MaryAnn and Danny Langton 
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder 
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson 
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood 
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman 
Seaview: Suzy Lamoureux 
Stanford: Netta Weiner 
Williams: Megan O’Neill and Rachel Owens  
Waverly:  Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos 
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina  
Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen   
  
 
N. Halifax:  Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves  

   

Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein, Donna Coles, 
  and Reba Peters.  A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!  

Nautilus: Susan McDonald


