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At our last meeting we heard from 
District 2 Captain Jeremy Nikolow who 
gave an update on crime in our area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then we heard from our new Code Director, 
Denzil Sykes, who introduced himself and 

then took questions from our members.  
 
We then moved on to a political forum, 
featuring Volusia County Council District 2 
candidates: Danny Fuqua and Matt 
Reinhart. I don’t recall ever having a 
political forum in which the candidates did 
not comment on how professional and 
organized it was. The main reason for that is 
Paul Zimmerman manning the timing lights 
to keep us on track.  

 
 
Left to right Steve, Matt, Paul and 
Danny.  
By the time you read this the winner 
of that race will be known. We thank 
both candidates for participating. 
 

 

(con’t on next page) 

 
Join us at the  

Schnebly Center  
1101 N Atlantic Ave 

Thursday, November 17th!   
Meal at 6:00  p.m. 

Meeting at 6:3 0 p.m.  
 ($5 suggested donation) 

 
Dinner:  
Turkey 
Sides 
Rolls 

Desserts 
Beverages 
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AGENDA 
1.  6 p.m. Thanksgiving dinner 
2.  Call to Order and Pledge 
3. Crime and safety report—Captain Jeremy Nikolow 
4. Featured guest Andy Holmes, Assistant City Manager 
5. 50/50 drawing 
6.  Adjourn 
7. Put tables and chairs away and 
8.  Go home with a smile!  

 
(con’t from Page 1) 

Our favorite way to end another 
great meeting is by awarding the 
50-50 winnings. This month the 
winner was Lisa Gall.   
 
She was presented her winnings by 

Jeffrey Boyle.  

 
 
For many, that is the end of our 
meeting. But our dedicated 
cooks and food servers stay until 
the kitchen is cleaned and 
everything is put away.  
 
This month our guest will be Andy Holmes, Assistant City 
Manager.  Our BCG vice chair and founder Paul Zimmerman will 
have a sit down discussion with Andy.  
 
This will be our annual Thanksgiving dinner which will include 
turkey and traditional sides.  I can’t help but being thankful for 
everyone who helps keep our Bellaire community group alive and 
thriving. This includes all of our volunteers, guests and members who 
attend our monthly meetings.  I am thankful for all of the friendly 
people I have met as a result of our BCG meetings.  
 
We hope to see you at our November meeting.  
 
Thanks for the journey,  
 
Steve and Nancy Koenig  

Bellaire Community Group 

 
2000 N. Halifax 

Daytona Beach, FL 32118 
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OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Derrick Henry 
Mayor of Daytona Beach 

 
As we head into the holiday season, we have 

much to be grateful for this Thanksgiving. Our 
community continues to recover from the damage from 
Hurricane Ian, and I am thankful for all of the 
community, state and federal organizations that are 
working together to help our residents and businesses 
recover. I am happy to report that we are rounding the 
bend to the finish line on storm debris removal. More 
than 60% of city roads have had a first pass of 
vegetation removal and about 70% of the construction 
and demolition debris has been collected in the hardest 
hit areas, totaling more than 163,000 cubic yards. To 
provide a visual perspective, debris collected in a pile 9' 
x 9' would stretch more than 10 miles. Crews will 
continue to work to remove debris with 10 trucks 
working 12-hours a day, 7 days a week. Thank you for 
your patience as we continue to remove the significant 
amount of storm debris. 

I am looking forward to ringing in the holidays 
with all of you at the city’s Bells & Shells Christmas 
Parade in December. The parade will be at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, and start at Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune Boulevard and travel south on Beach Street to 
Basin Street. Residents will be able to enjoy local bands, 
festive floats and performances by community 
organizations. We are accepting applications for parade 
entries and there is no application fee or cost to 
participate. For more information or to participate, visit 
www.CODB.us/ChristmasParade or contact Katie 

Prestwood at (386) 671-8268 or 
PrestwoodKaitlyn@codb.us.  

  May you all be blessed this Thanksgiving and 
have a safe and joyous time with family and friends.  

Mayor Derrick L. Henry 
City of Daytona Beach 

 
 
 

 

Mike Chitwood 
        Volusia County Sheriff 

The latest unpermitted and unsanctioned 
“Trucktoberfest” has come and gone, and I’m happy to 
say that thanks to a lot of foresight and cooperation 
between local agencies, our residents didn’t suffer a 
repeat of past events.  
  I hope you enjoyed some relative peace and 
quiet in your neighborhood. From what we saw, this 
year’s event had nowhere near the disruptive, 
disrespectful and in some cases violent behavior that 
took over our streets in the past. 
  You can thank Rep. Tom Leek and Sen. Tom 
Wright for their legislation that finally gave us a tool to 
get these pop-up events under control. When Gov. 
DeSantis signed their bill into law earlier this year, it 
gave us the authority to get ahead of these disruptive 
crowds, designate and announce a special event zone, 
and enforce increased penalties for all traffic infractions 
and violations. 
  The Trucktoberfest folks can thank themselves – 
it was their own social media content that convinced 

3



 
 

everyone here and in Tallahassee that their event was out 
of control. 
  

The truth is, an event like this could be 
successful if the organizers went about things the right 
way, like so many other special events that come to our 
area year in and year out. 
  Instead, the promoters give a middle finger to 
the planning and permitting process, hop on social 
media, and try to draw a massive crowd that overwhelms 
our area’s resources. 
  The designation of a special event zone is one 
tool I can use to help ensure our residents and our city 
police, fire and EMS aren’t pushed past their limits. This 
was our second time using this legislation since it went 
into effect in July. 
  The Sheriff’s Office was standing ready to assist 
with Trucktoberfest, but thankfully this year’s scaled-
down event was nothing the Daytona Beach Police 
Department and Daytona Beach Shores Department of 
Public Safety couldn’t handle. 
  Again, we have Rep. Leek and Sen. Wright to 
thank for truly effective legislation that solved a real 
problem for our area. Our community is safer because of 
it, and I believe we’ll continue to see the benefits for 
years to come. 
  
Thanks and stay safe, 
Sheriff Chitwood 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ken Strickland 
City Commissioner Zone 2 

 
Hello neighbors, 

Just a few things that might be of interest. The 
City’s legal department is putting the finishing touches 
on a new ordinance to give hookah lounges their own 
category. That way they can be regulated just like the 
alcohol bars. 

There’s plans in the works for a twenty-nine 
story condo project across from Steve’s Famous Diner. 
Gelcorp Industries is the name on the project. A 
neighborhood meeting will be held on the 16th of 
November at Steve’s.  

The new Beachside Elementary School is really 
starting to come together. I think it is a beautiful facility 
that should help to attract younger families with children 
to our beachside community.  

As I write this our City is readying for tropical 
storm Nicole just as we are trying to normalize from Ian. 
I hope everyone is safe after Nicole passes. Stay 
Daytona Strong. 

Ken Strickland  
Zone 2 City Commissioner 
stricklandken@codb.us 
386-307-4253 
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•  FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs
•  Complete Jewelry Repairs
•  Large Selection of  Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry
•  Large selection of  High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads
•  We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry
•  On-Site Parking
•  BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer
•  On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday &
Wednesday

Voted Best 
Around for past
28 years for Best

Fine Jewelry
& Clock Shop

50%



 
 

A NATIVE REMEMBERS 
Paul Zimmerman 
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group 
    
 

I have been doing a lot of off-shore fishing in 
the last 5 or 6 years.  It is a sport that I had gotten away 
from for the last 25 years or so (wow, just writing the 
first part of this sentence makes me feel old).  My first 
off-shore fishing trip had to be back around 1965 or so. I 
went to high school with the LaCour boys who owned a 
nice off-shore boat named after their mother, the Virgina 
M. I can still remember going through the inlet that day. 
This was well before the jetties were built, so the sand 
bars were constantly shifting, and it took some skill and 
know-how to navigate through the shallows. But 
brothers T-bone and Greg, who later both became 
captains, had already learned the skills of reading the 
currents to safely get us out past those shifting sand bars. 
 Immediately, once outside the inlet, the flying 
fish came out of the water and we knew it was time to 
put out the lines to catch big King Mackerel. We quickly 
boated several, and then we went out to the Party 
Grounds (a location still fished today) to do some 
bottom fishing. Navigation back then was done by 
compass heading, boat speed, and time. There was no 
GPS or even Lorain coordinates to guide us to our 
location.  After determining as best we could that we 
were at the Party Grounds, we strained our eyes to read 
the paper scrolling “fish-finder” recorder (like a ticker 
tape print out) looking for drop offs or rock formations 
that would indicate that we were, in fact, there.  The 
recorder would show a dark area that indicated the 
possible location of fish. We would then drop the 
anchor, hoping that we read the current and winds 
correctly so that the boat would swing directly over the 
fish location marked on the recorder. This process took 
several attempts, dropping and pulling up the anchor, to 
get the boat situated over the rock formation that was the 
habitat for our quarry. We ended up catching quite a few 
rock bass and some trigger fish, but not our primary 
quarry. 

Just about everything about that first trip is 
radically different than the off-shore trips I go on now.  

Today, 
instead of 
using a 
compass 
heading, 
speed, and time to estimate your destination, we have 
GPS coordinates and an auto pilot that will put you 
within three feet of your exact destination.  Now, instead 
of reading scrolling grey lines on a piece of white paper 
to indicate the bottom formations and possibility of fish, 
we have a 24-inch color monitor that all but identifies 
the species by the depth and what their movement 
indicates.  No more repeatedly dropping and then pulling 
the anchor up while trying to position the boat.  Today, 
deep sea trolling motors are linked to the GPS and 
position and hold the boat over the piece of bottom 
where the fish are. Comparing off-shore fishing of the 
1960s to today is like comparing a Conestoga wagon to 
today’s SUV. There is one thing, however, that is the 
same back then and now, and it is a testament to the 
concept of simplicity: in 1965 I used a Penn Senator reel 
the exact same model and design reel that I use today.   

In the 1980’s I had my own boat and fished off 
Flagler Beach. I went in and out of Matanzas Inlet 
hundreds of times, using state of the art electronics, 
including a Lorain and auto pilot.  That was 40 years 
ago, and I have to say fishing back then was more 
productive.  If you saw a weed line (seaweed floating on 
the surface) you were almost guaranteed a catch of 
several Mahi mahi. Grouper were still there to be caught 
along with rock bass (now a primary catch along with 
trigger fish), that is if you can get your line through the 
gauntlet of the over-populated endangered Red Snapper 
species.  No matter the differences between then and 
now, the thrill of off-shore fishing remains just one of 
the blessings that we enjoy living in this little piece of 
paradise. 

‘til next time,  
Paul 
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SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 
Weegie Keundig  
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods 

 
Dear Bellaire Friends 
and Neighbors:  
  

All newsletters 
have deadlines in order 
to get to print. 
Sometimes it's easy to 
find a topic which is not 
necessarily time 
sensitive. This is 
definitely not one of 

those times. It is Monday morning November 7 as I write 
this. The upcoming week will be filled with the 
consequences of  the mid-term elections and the aftermath 
of another serious storm in our city and county. I wish I 
had a crystal ball or a magic wand. 

This election season has been, in my experience, 
the nastiest local campaign season ever.  Vicious ad 
hominem attacks whether by social media, mailers, or in 
person have been beyond the pale. These attacks go well 
beyond candidates. These attacks have targeted family 
members and individual supporters. As you may recall, I 
ran for office in 2016. There were hints of this then, but I 
think it stemmed from national politics. Nothing happened 
during my campaign that couldn't be forgiven. I became 
friends with my opponent. I will still talk to almost anyone 
that didn't support me. I never felt threatened. At this point 
I am not certain the aftermath of this campaign season will 
be like that. In my opinion, ethical and moral lines have 
been crossed. I think it will be an overwhelming if not 
impossible task for these divisions to heal. I voted against 
anyone who encouraged or did not publicly repudiate this 
ugliness during the campaign season. 

I can only hope and pray that Nicole will be 
merciful to us in our city and county and state.  There is so 
much suffering now, it is hard to imagine more. But here 
we are. As I drove around this past weekend on Beachside, 
I was amazed at what needs to be accomplished to get 
back on our feet - especially with hotel and commercial 
properties up and down our Volusia coast. These 
properties are one of the most important economic engines 
in and for our entire county. Our recovery economy is, in 

large part, dependent on their recovery. I am not 
advocating for building back the same way or overbuilding 
and ignoring environmental consequences as we have done 
in the past, either. 

I will be revisiting election results and storm 
remediation progress next month when the outcome of 
both is clearer.  

Until then, as always, thanks for the opportunity. 
 

Weegie Kuendig 
dkuendig@aol.com 
386-451-6470 
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386-747-5358



 
 

FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE  
 
Jakari Young,  
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach 

 
With the holidays fast approaching, members of 

our department have been working hard on many things: 

• Holiday season is just around the corner 
and with that, we have another 
opportunity to give back to our 
community.  We started our Toys for Tots 
drive this year, accepting applications 
from October 1st through November 14th 
and judging by the increase in applications 
from last year, we should be able to bring 
a little joy to a lot of our local families.  

• We have started gathering the 
Thanksgiving dinner essentials needed to 
create our annual turkey baskets, which 
we will pass out to families that could use 
the extra assistance this holiday season. 

• With the holiday events quickly 
approaching, we will be increasing our 
presence in core areas, such as retail 
outlets, the mall, and other areas that are 
commonly a target for people looking to 
take advantage of others during this time 
of year.  We will be doing our part to help 
keep everyone safe, and we encourage 
everyone to take extra care when 
shopping: pay close attention to your 
surroundings, keep your vehicles secure, 
and remove or hide valuables when 
leaving your vehicle 

unattended.  Together, we can become a 
team against holiday crime!  

• If you choose to online shop as opposed to 
visiting the outlets and malls, there are 
ways to keep your items safe as well. We 
recommend having your packages 
delivered to a secure location or asking 
family members who are going to be 
home to watch for them and take them 
inside immediately. No one wants to be a 
victim of “porch pirates,” so together we 
hope decrease crimes of opportunity by 
being extra cautious with online retail 
deliveries.   

The holidays are a time to give back within our community 
and as a department we are hoping to do our part as well. 
We look forward to bringing joy to our local families in 
these following months after everything our community 
has faced with Hurricane Ian. Together we can be a 
community team against holiday crime and contribute to 
everyone’s holiday spirit.  

 
Sincerely, 
Chief Jakari Young 
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$15 OFF SERVICE CALL FOR BCG AREA RESIDENTS



 
 

LEAVING LOCKDOWN 
If it ain’t one thing, it’s another. Am I right? I’m 

writing this as I think sadly about yet another storm, 
again churning up along the coast, again doing damage 
to our lovely ocean front.  

And let’s be real. Let us admit, as a state and as 
a county and as a city that visibly experiences the 
impacts of climate change, that the direct impact of 
climate change means more storms, stronger storms, and 
later storms.  

I don’t know about you, but I have seen the 
impact of climate change in my own back yard for about 
20 years now. It’s been slow but obvious. Let me tell 
you a story.  

I moved here in 1999. The house had a lovely 
back yard, so as soon as I bought the home, about three 
years later, I put in citrus trees. Key lime trees, to be 
exact. (I LOVE me some Key limes! I was still making 
Key lime pie back then!)  

When I bought the trees, the place I bought them 
from warned me that Key limes are delicate and don’t 
tolerate temperatures much below 40 at night. That was 
fine with me—the little limes I bought were small 
enough to bring them inside when it got cold.  

When the trees grew too big to bring inside 
easily, I covered them with insulating blankets to make 
sure they stayed warm enough. At that point, winter 
temperatures here hit the low 40s and mid 30s fairly 
often, and it was a lot of work to wrap them up when the 
nights were going to get cold. Early 2000s I think.  

See where I said “low 40s and mid 30s fairly 
often”? When was the last time you saw temperatures 
regularly that low around here? Like, a decade, right? I 
mean, I used to see actual snowflakes and ice on my 
windshield every year. Nothing scary, nothing that our 
neighbors up north would recognize as snow, but for 
Florida it’s a thing.  

Eventually, I caught on to the warming night 
time temps and knew I’d be safe planting them outside 
where they could finally grow into the lovely little trees I 
knew they’d be.  

I did plant them, and they thrived (and I made 
SO MANY pies…and margaritas) until they got the 
citrus greening disease and died. I didn’t replace them. 
But I bet I could plant them now and they’d do fine 
(except for citrus greening disease). I don’t think my  

 
 
back yard has clocked anything under 40 degrees in 
probably five or ten years.  

I track my electric use on a spreadsheet. I didn’t 
realize until about five years ago that my spreadsheet 
meant I had a ton of climate data available. Sure enough, 
my winter electric bills have been lower and lower every 
year.  

So my story here is that we in Florida have been 
witnessing climate change in action for AT LEAST 20 
years. Meanwhile, in Vermont, where I got a lot of 
maple syrup and maple sugar, the prices were 
skyrocketing and I haven’t been able to afford maple 
syrup for years. And also meanwhile, vineyards in 
Europe that grow grapes have seen production slow 
down because…you gues sed it…i t’s too warm, and the 
grapes aren’t getting their required dose of cold required 
for the yeasts and sugars to do their thing.  

I know, I know, last month I was ranting about 
Florida’s rampant destruction of its best systems to avoid 
the worst effects of climate change, and here I am 
ranting again. Maybe I’m just getting older. Maybe I just 
have more time to notice things. Maybe it’s 
because…j ust bear with me now…cl imate change is 
becoming so obvious I can’t imagine why people still 
deny it.  

And one significant and unavoidable factor in 
climate change is that our storm season is longer, with 
storms getting worse. Across the country we see 
drought, fires, tornadic activity, Lake Powell and Lake 
Mead going so low they’re finding BODIES now. That 
is a direct result of climate change. (Not the bodies, just 
that we’re finding them.) 

I’m not a climatologist. (And I don’t play one on 
TV.) I just read the news and assess my own evidence. I 
don’t think we’re running out of time. I think we’re out 
of time. And I think we have to find some other solution 
than “saving the planet,” because the planet will be just 
fine. It’s humans who will be polluting themselves out of 
a place to live.  

Next month I will write about silly things, I 
promise. I’m still masking (and still have not caught 
COVID). I write less and less about leaving lockdown 
and more and more about the state of the world. I keep 
asking Steve and Nancy whether they still want me to 
write this and they keep saying yes. So I will.  

See you next month, friends. Stay safe.  
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901 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-9374 •  DaytonaHyundai.com650 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-2252 •  SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159        386-236-5156

RitcheyAutos.com
551 N. Nova Rd. •  386-255-4444

JonHall.com
932 N. Nova Rd.•  386-236-5000

RitcheyCadillac.com

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts
12
24
89

RITCHEY
a u t o m o t i v e  g r o u p



11th Annual Raffle Ticket Holiday Auction
December 15, 2022
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Auction Co-Chairs
Rachael Hristov & Nancy Lewandowskyj

 

 

 

 

December Holiday Party and Ticket Auction  

Our Annual Holiday Party and Ticket Auction in December! This is one of the best events the Bellaire Community Group 
hosts, so don’t miss it.  

All of the great items are donated-- by local businesses, including restaurants and hotels…and by individuals like you. Gift 
cards, gift baskets, certificates for dinners or lunches, sports memorabilia, glassware, artwork…we’ve seen all of these wonderful 

donations at previous Holiday Parties.  

 If you have any items you would like to donate for our Ticket Auction, please call: 

 Nancy at 810-733-3044.   
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Full Service Lawn Service 
& Landscaping

KOENIG
R E A L T Y

Steve Koenig, Broker 
Nancy Koenig, Realtor

386-257-6700
KoenigRealty.com

Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company
Your Beachside Specialists

Think of us when looking for your next Forever Friend.
Halifax Humane Society. We never euthanize animals for
space or length of time at the shelter. 
Have time on your hands??  Come be a volunteer!! 
Hours and duties can be very very flexible!

(386) 274-4703
Fax: (386) 267-0651

HalifaxHumaneSociety.org
2364 LPGA Blvd.

Daytona Beach, FL 32124
info@halifaxhumanesociety.org

Please Help!

Call Nancy (810-733-3044) for gift pickup.
Lets make this year’s auction the best ever!!!

To make this year’s Ticket Auction a success,
we need your help!!!

Look in your cupboards and closets for those things
that need to be re-gifted- - they could be a great fit

for someone else.

If you have home decor that no longer has a place,
it may be just what your neighbor is looking for.

Use your imagination and think of things you
would like to receive! Gift certificates, artwork, etc...

all these things will be greatly appreciated as
additions to our annual auction.

Printed in Daytona Beach at

735 N. Ridgewood Ave. • Daytona Beach
(386) 252-6571



 
 

 

 

THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY! 
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A1A Condos:  Steve and Nancy Koenig  
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love & 

David Hermann 
Boylston (east end):   Frank Stein 
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside 
Brookline:  Donna Hiatt 
Chaffee Place:  Sherry & Bill Phillips 
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness  
Columbus: Tammy Schreck 
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko 
Flagstone: Bill and Gayle Clark  
Flushing, Manhattan, and Nautilus: 

Susan McDonald 
Golf: Lisa Gall 
N. Grandview: Connie Lambert 
Hartford: Kassi Mercy 
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden 
Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers 

N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:  Dan Stockman 
Pelican: MaryAnn and Danny Langton 
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder 
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson 
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood 
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman 
Seaview: Suzy Lamoureux 
Stanford: Netta Weiner 
Williams: Megan O’Neill  
Waverly:  Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos 
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina  
Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen   
  
 
N. Halifax:  Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves 
 

      
Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein, Donna Coles, 

  and Reba Peters.  A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!  


