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It’s August, and we’re hot! But 
some of our residents are cool enough to 
still send contributions towards our 
annual fundraiser campaign, even after 
we reached our goal. Thank you all for 
putting us at $6,386! This month will be 
our final reporting of our generous donors 
(see page 6).  

 

 

BCG Volunteers Connie, Reba, Nancy, 
and Donna teamed up to make us a 
fabulous dinner!   

 

 

       

District 2 Lieutenant Bernie Davon (left) gave the police report, 
while Captain Scott Lee (right) fielded questions from our members 
regarding Code Enforcement.  

(con’t on next page) 
 

 

 

 
 

Join us at the  
Schnebly Center  

1101 N Atlantic Ave 
Thursday, August 18th!   

Meal at 600 p.m. 
Meeting at 630 p.m. 

 ($5 suggested donation) 
 

Dinner:  
 

Pasta Primavera  
Desserts and Beverages  
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AGENDA 
1.  6 p.m. Dinner 
2.  Call to Order and Pledge 
3. Crime and safety report 
4. Keith Willis, Director of Leisure Services for the City of Daytona Beach 
5. 50/50 drawing 
6.  Adjourn 
7. Put tables and chairs away and 
8.  Go home with a smile!  

 
(con’t from Page 1) 
 

 For years, Paul has been 
hanging our banner before the meeting. 
If you want to be a volunteer banner 
hanger apprentice, see Paul! He would 
appreciate having a backup.  

 

 

Paul, Chad Macfie, and Steve 

Chad’s presentation of fishing history in Ponce Inlet was very 
well received. He continues to be a BCG favorite environmentalist! 

This month we will have Keith Willis, the Director of Leisure 
Services for Daytona Beach as our guest speaker. We look forward to 
updates on all the Leisure Service activities planned for Daytona 
Beach. 

We are so glad to be back to meeting in person monthly. 
What a journey this has been. Bellaire Community Group was able to 
continue publishing our newsletter while we waited out two years of 
the pandemic.  

Thanks for the journey, 

Steve Koenig 
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OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Derrick Henry 
Mayor of Daytona Beach 

 
It’s been talked about and planned for years, but 

now the time is finally here to celebrate a community 
icon who has influenced on the lives of so many. Of 
course, I’m talking about Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. I 
hope you will join me for the unveiling of the beautiful 
bronze sculpture of Dr. Bethune at 9 a.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 18, in Bethune Plaza, which is at the intersection of 
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Boulevard and Beach Street. 
It will be in the public space adjoining the recently 
opened northern section of Riverfront Esplanade. The 
statue will be on permanent, outdoor display following 
the unveiling.  

At 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, at the News-
Journal Center, there will be a premiere showing of a 
feature-length documentary, which highlights the 
journey of the statues being created by sculptor Nilda 
Comas.  
  For more information on these upcoming events, 
www.mmbstatue.org.  
 

 

 

Mike Chitwood 
        Volusia County Sheriff 

  I don’t have to tell you that homelessness is a 
significant issue in the Daytona Beach area – you see it 
every day. 
  There’s no quick fix that will take every person 
off the street, out of the woods, into a permanent home 
and a steady job.  
  But I want to share a new program that we hope 
will make a difference for those who are willing. 
  This month, we officially joined the Eastern 
Volusia Homeless Outreach Team, a partnership with 
the First Step Shelter, which is sending its staff out 
alongside a deputy to visit people who might be good 
candidates for the shelter program. 
  First Step is also providing a new 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. hotline, 386-999-HELP, for Volusia residents and 
businesses to request services for people they believe are 
in need, and for people experiencing homelessness to 
find out about the resources available. 
  The hope is that First Step can increase its reach 
by going out and meeting people where they are. 
  This program is focused in Daytona Beach, 
Ormond Beach, Port Orange, Holly Hill, Daytona Beach 
Shores and Ponce Inlet, the six east Volusia cities that 
contribute funding to the First Step Shelter.  
  If you see or know of someone who might 
benefit from First Step Shelter, call the hotline. The First 
Step team will see if they’re interested, and then follow 
up with you to let you know the results. 
  There are plenty of people out there who aren’t 
interested in help, but at least this gives them an 
opportunity to say yes. For those who are willing, we’ll 
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start the background check process to get them into the 
program(s) they need. In addition to shelter, First Step 
provides access to comprehensive health, addiction and 
counseling services as well as help finding employment 
and housing. The goal is to move people out of 
homelessness and into permanent housing. 
  The First Step Shelter has a capacity of about 60 
single adult residents but is expected to expand to 70 
with additional staffing.  
  Please spread the word about the hotline, and 
thank you for helping us make the Daytona Beach area a 
better place! 
  

-Sheriff Chitwood 
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A NATIVE REMEMBERS 
Paul Zimmerman 
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group 
    
 In recalling memories of growing up here, it is 
hard not to become aware of how many things I took for 
granted back then that are simply not here anymore.  
When I grew up here during the 1960s, there was less 
than a quarter of the people living in Volusia County that 
live here now.  Think about that. That is an increase of 
125,000 to 550,000 in my lifetime, and if you look at the 
trend lines that population growth is accelerating.  
 When I was a kid growing up in South Daytona, 
I spent most of my time outdoors playing sports, 
camping out, or fishing in the Halifax River. Most of the 
roads in my neighborhood were dirt, and U S 1 was only 
two lanes back then.  It was nothing to see a rattlesnake 
slither across the dirt road or a bobcat in the woods. In 
the evening, and it was every evening, I would go to 
sleep listening to the song of the Bob White Quail and 
the Whippoorwill (actually a Chuck Wills Widow in 
Florida).  I haven’t heard either of those birds, nor have I 
seen a bobcat, in years.  The woods I camped in no 
longer exist.  The cattle farms and or orange groves I 
roamed are gone and have been replaced by hundreds of 
homes. We developed and paved the habitat for the 
snakes, bobcats, Bob Whites, and Whippoorwills. 
Today, we have coyotes near Granada Avenue and bears 
in Ormond Beach neighborhoods. Development seems 
to have forced them into areas that are not natural to 
them, areas where they can be dangerous to humans and 
pets.   
 I have never considered myself a tree-hugging 
environmentalist, but as I drive around our county, I 
can't help but be dismayed, or maybe even horrified and 
angered, by the clear cutting of hundreds of acres.  Acre 
after acre bulldozed flat, no tree or palmetto shrub left 
standing.  No cypress tree wetland that is not filled in 
with thousands of yards of fill dirt.  I have lived in 
Florida a long time and backpacked and camped a lot of 
our forests. I know the high and dry pine scrub is the 
natural habitat for our endangered gopher tortoise.  I am 
sure their burrows are bulldozed and are covered over. 
The tortoises suffocate as a result.  

 Why are we doing this? .....for another set of 
apartments or another housing development?  Do we 
really want to do this to our environment or to the 
wildlife habitat? I have recently heard one of our 
politicians defend this type of development by saying we 
need to do this to "make sure the developers are made 
whole." Well, that is an interesting position for a 
government official to take.  I can't think of a time when 
a government official was interested in making me or 
any of my friends “whole.” Where are we going with 
this type of development? Is it inevitable or can we find 
another way that respects our land and wildlife? 
 It seems like much of the country is moving to 
Florida. Are we just going to knock down all of our 
forest and fill in all our wetlands? And let’s make sure 
we make the developers whole. There are other obvious 
impacts of the reality that our population is going to 
continue to rapidly increase—there’s the overcrowding 
of our roads, stress to our infrastructure, and depletion of 
our water supply. Another one of those phrases I hear 
some of our elected officials throw around now is that "if 
you ain't growing, you're dying." Well, growth has its 
costs and if we don't manage it, it will destroy our 
beautiful environment and destroy the reason people are 
coming here. 
 I miss those days of seeing a mother Bob White 
Quail with a covey of her babies running across a dirt 
road or even seeing that 6 foot long rattlesnake slithering 
ahead of our car. There is nothing like hearing the sound 
of a Whippoorwill in the evenings. I know I am one of 
the lucky ones who lived here when those things were as 
common as the sun rising in the morning.  

'til next time, 
Paul 
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ANNUAL FUND RAI$ER  UPDATE           
Thank you! So far, as of August 7, 2022, you’ve given us $6,386.06  

We know what the donation means: you support our efforts and our goals.   
Our goal was $6,000. Thank you for helping us exceed that! 

 
Residents ($1 and up) 
Anonymous ( 5 ) 
Bassam & Basima Amawi 

Bob & Dot Ducharme 
Joe Farrell 
Brian & Geri Mitchell 

Bill & Lisa Whelan 

Neighbors ($25 and up) 
Anonymous ( 6) 
Will Arsenault 
Chuck & Tammy Brogdon 
Larry & Pat Carrico 
Laurie & Jim Clark 
Jim & Beth Fox 
Kris & Mike Gray 
Rick Holmes 
Steve & Connie Lambert 

Mark & Suzi Lamoureux 
Bill & Allison Leigh-Manuell 
Marge Lippert 
Chad & Letitia Macfie 
The Mercy’s 
Greg Pflug 
The Pierce Family 
Carole Redding 
Russell Rhodes 

Annaliese Ryan & Robert 
Harris 
Steve & Kim Schlossberg 
Pat Thomason 
Jack & Linda Tracy 
R. Lawrence Vandenberg 
Paul & Gloria Yeager 
 

 
Friends ($50 and up)

Anonymous ( 1 ) 
Raymond & Kate Abels 
Lee Apperson 
Bill & Sandra Archer 
Jeff Boyle 
Loren & Betty Cordes 
Elly Evans 
Judy ‘Mac’ Heller 

Larry & Clara Keller 
Victor & Faye McCrary 
Sandra F. Morris 
Bill & Jacky Murphy 
Wendell Powell 
Jedsada Pramapun & Roger 
E. Wade 
Ron Rabenold 

Dave & Donna Smith 
Frank Stein 
Frank & Terre Tumminello 
Sue & Don Vanessendelft 
Larry & Jane Weiner 
Tim & Holly Zvolanek 

 
Patrons ($100 and up) 
Anonymous ( 4 ) 
Julia & Renee Alford 
Kevin & Connie Bock 
Clint & Mary Brooks 
Chris & Julie Brown 
Tara & Jim Bryan 

Rose Marie Candler 
Michael & Christine Cantin 
Bruce Hufnagel 
Weegie Kuendig 
Reba E. Peters 
Bill & Sherry Phillips 

Zbig & Zofia Rek 
Tom & Betsy Russell 
Denny Snyder & Chuck 
Ellenwood 
Judy Sterling 

Sponsors ($200 and up) 
Anonymous (   ) 
Lloyd Bowers & Christopher 
W. Wichersham Sr 
Lawrie Davidson & Shirley 
Newbill 
Danny Haughn & Megan 
O’Neill 

Don Kane 
Don & Hannah King 
Steve & Nancy Koenig 
Bohdi & Nancy 
Lewandowskyj 
John N. McGuinness & Sean 
Doyle 

Paul E. Rice Jr 
Rice Law Firm 
Jim Ross & Anna Penza 
Kevin & Lisa Whitaker 
Paul Zimmerman 
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SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 
Weegie Keundig  
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods 
 
Dear Bellaire Friends and Neighbors:  
 

I was happy to hear the discussion about First 
Reads at the last Commission Meeting. It was brought up 
by Commissioner Strickland and there was interest from 
Mayor Henry.  First Readings pertain to descriptions and 
introductions of ordinance changes and/or development 
agreements among other quasi-judicial matters. I am 
mostly concerned with Development Agreements here. 
Small changes may be made at this time, but substantive 
changes would require the process to start over, according 
to Florida law. Second Reading, normally two weeks later, 
is where the development agreement or ordinance change 
is either accepted or denied by the Commission. It is only 
then that the public and the Commission weighs in. 
Recently, a policy change was implemented that lumped 
all the First Reads together, negating discussion of any 
particular item by the Commission. Previous policy was 
that each First Read was brought up separately but no 
public discussion was allowed (again policy only, not 
ordinance) although Commissioners could have discussed 
them if they wished. That only happens once in a blue 
moon.  

Nerdy enough for you yet? That's exactly my 
point. I know residents can go on the city website and find 
information about First Reads in the agenda packet. I 
realize that residents can attend required, 
publicized meetings put on by developers ( called 
DIM). But a new project, if you aren't within 300 feet 
of it, is only publicized through the city website. 
Realistically, many residents don't have time or patience 
to  look up every project.  But many of these new 
developments affect us all. In my opinion, very few 
residents know details about any new development 
proposals until they are slated for a vote at Second 
Reading. That isn't enough time for discussion considering 
their impact on us. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I would really like to see new developments at 

least described by the applicant at First Read and 
commented on and questioned by the Commission. 
Allowing public discussion at this point would be a 
positive as well. At least we would have a better idea of 
how each development would impact residents and the 
Commissioners would be better informed about how the 
public felt before voting something up or down at Second 
Read. And really, I think a very important part of the 
Commission's job is informing not only themselves, but 
more importantly, the public, in a timely fashion so that 
better decisions can be reached. 

One more thing: I am hopeful our city escapes the 
rancor, ugliness and outright danger that has become the 
County of Volusia state of affairs for elected officials, 
candidates, their families, and supporters this voting 
season. 

Thanks for reading and grateful for the 
opportunity to write in your great newsletter. 
 
Weegie Kuendig 
dkuendig@aol.com 
386-451-6470 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know?? 

Your Community Group has a website: 
BellaireCommunityGroup.com. 

On the bottom of the front page is a button to sign up 
for e-newsletters. When you sign up, you will get no 
more than 2 emails a month. You will get a copy of the 
newsletter online before it’s delivered!  
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FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE  
 
Jakari Young,  
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach 

 
This year’s National Night Out event was held on 
Tuesday, August 2nd at Derbyshire Park and was a huge 
success! The event was hosted by the Daytona Beach 
Police Department in collaboration with the City of 
Daytona Beach’s Leisure Services Department. This year’s 
event was the first in two years as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic which made it extra special because our 
community had this opportunity once again for in-person 
fellowship. 

The event consisted of music, bounce houses, balloon and 
obstacle course races between DBPD officers and the kids, 
free Kona Ice and food for all to enjoy. There was even a 
360 photo booth that everyone thoroughly enjoyed.  Our 
Citizens on Patrol Unit was on hand to fingerprint 
children.  Our SWAT Team, K9 Unit and members of our 
Motor Unit were also in attendance at the event. This event 
allowed the community to meet with and engage with our 
officers in a fun and relaxed environment. 

Members of our Advanced Technology and Cyber Crimes 
Unit were also on-site passing out the new Blink doorbell 
cameras to residents that signed up for the doorbell camera 
program.  Cameras were purchased using the City’s 
allocation of federal Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery funds. This program will assist in overall crime 
prevention. We were also able to give out backpacks and 
school supplies to all attendees.   

 

 

 

 

Community engagement is an important part of being a 
civil servant.  It is vital to show our community that we 
took an oath to protect and serve, that we are not just there 
during an emergency but we are also there to engage with 
them and enjoy each other’s company.        

We are grateful to all organizations that showed up to 
participate and make this event so successful. Looking 
forward to making next year’s event even bigger and 
better. 

August 17th marks the one year anniversary of Officer 
Jason Raynor’s passing. There will be a candlelight vigil 
for fallen Officer Jason Raynor on August 17, 2022 at 8:00 
p.m. at 129 Valor Boulevard, Daytona Beach Police 
Department headquarters. Officer Raynor was shot in the 
line of duty on July 23, 2021 and he succumbed to his 
injuries 55 days later on August 17, 2021. This ceremony 
is open to the public.  

  Sincerely, 

Chief Jakari Young 
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LEAVING LOCKDOWN 
Guess what, I’m not talking COVID today (I 

heard that big sigh of relief!). Instead, this month is 
about cats. Specifically, feral cats, and even more 
specifically, the feral cats in my back yard, who will 
serve as a small example of what can happen when we 
take care of the little guys. And actually, taking care of 
these fragile lives has helped a lot in this last year as I 
try to, you know, leave lockdown.  

Somewhere about a year ago, I started luring an 
adorable pair of kittens, abandoned in the shrubbery 
lining the very back of my yard, into eating on the back 
patio. It didn’t take long—they were hungry! One of 
them, a scruffy little tabby whom we lovingly call 
Scraps, is chronically ill, physically weak and 
uncoordinated, and has ongoing neurological issues. I 
don’t think he’d be alive right now if I weren’t feeding 
him—he’s about as dumb as a box of rocks and couldn’t 
catch a lizard if it took a nap in his mouth. The other, 
whom we named Samosa, is a lean orange boy with 
typical orange cat traits: lazy, fun-loving, and hungry. 
(Samosa also has a very, very fluffy tail that he 
somehow keeps scrupulously clean. I don’t know how 
he does it!)  I thought, going into this, that I’d just feed 
them. I purposely did not think about the future. I just 
needed something small to love, and they were having a 
great time galloping around the yard, pouncing on each 
other, and providing me with some much-needed comic 
relief. Kittens will do that! (And best of all, all that 
kitten energy was safely outside. I am just too old to 
have kittens inside.) 

I guess feral cats talk to each other about where 
to mooch a meal, though, because very soon, an adult 
tabby female—Sarah—showed up and wormed her way 
into my heart. And then she brought in her friend, an 
older white feral we named Bella. She has gorgeous blue 
crossed eyes and a sweet chirp. And--bonus points--she 
was already spayed. She and Sarah are usually found 
curled up together, grooming or dozing. Most of the 
time, they think the empty concrete birdbath is a pretty 
neat place—I’m sure it’s cool, and it’s a nifty vantage 
point for a cat. But it’s so sweet to see them snuggling in 
a bird bath!  

One of my biggest challenges was to get Sarah 
spayed, because one noisy night, late last fall, told us 
that she was in heat and ready to party. Very soon she  

 
 
 
was obviously pregnant, which put a deadline on getting 
her fixed.  She was fairly friendly up until then, but I 
guess I shouldn’t be surprised that after all the fuss of 
trapping her, getting her a spay/abort, and then helping 
her heal, she hates me. She still demands breakfast and 
dinner (of course), but she comes to the back door first 
to tell me just how MUCH she hates me. It makes me 
laugh every day! Cats!  

So now there’s four of them, god help me. Two 
teens (both neutered males) and two adults (both spayed 
females). I feed them. They stay mostly in our yard, 
where they have food and fresh water and places to hide 
and to play. They have cover during the rains and shelter 
during what passes for winter temperatures. They make 
me laugh, especially when Samosa chases Scraps across 
the yard, pounces, and sends them both rolling. 
Sometimes Samosa gets a little too uppity and Sarah 
teaches him some manners with a cuff across the nose. 
Bella fills my life with joy—she is a dancing girl on her 
pretty white feet even if she is pretty much blind. I do 
actually hate when one of them finds a lizard, or a 
lubber, and performs complex gymnastics designed to 
prolong play. It’s adorable to watch them playing but 
only if you’re not looking at the toy! I love my lizards 
and my skinks, and it’s awful to think of the decimated 
wildlife in the back yard. And the birds… 

Outdoor cats wreak absolute havoc on songbird 
populations and other small critters. (So don’t let yours 
out, please.)  They will hunt for fun even if they’re not 
hungry. My back yard used to be a space where all kinds 
of wildlife could thrive, but no more. (Although I’ve 
encouraged a lot more birds in the front yard, so that’s 
nice.) Still, the Trap/Neuter/Release concept works to 
ultimately reduce cat colonies. Because eventually my 
four will die without replacing themselves with kittens, 
one of these days I’ll have my back yard again…but it’s 
been a difficult balance and a harder adjustment. And 
there are some days, in the heat of summer, when the 
back yard smells like…well, you know what it smells 
like.  

Stay safe out there, folks!  
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901 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-9374 •  DaytonaHyundai.com650 N. Nova Rd.•  386-255-2252 •  SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159        386-236-5156

RitcheyAutos.com
551 N. Nova Rd. •  386-255-4444

JonHall.com
932 N. Nova Rd.•  386-236-5000

RitcheyCadillac.com

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts
12
24
89

RITCHEY
a u t o m o t i v e  g r o u p



Call Us Today – 386-257-6700

YOUR REFERRALS ARE
GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Contact us for a FREE 10 minute onsite
price consultation on your property.

Call 386-257-6700
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•  FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs
•  Complete Jewelry Repairs
•  Large Selection of  Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry
•  Large selection of  High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads
•  We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry
•  On-Site Parking
•  BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer
•  On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday &
Wednesday

Voted Best 
Around for past
28 years for Best

Fine Jewelry
& Clock Shop

50%

386-747-5358

KOENIG
R E A L T Y

Steve Koenig, Broker 
Nancy Koenig, Realtor

386-257-6700
KoenigRealty.com

Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company
Your Beachside Specialists
What’s you home worth?

Just Listed
Bayshore Condominium

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath • Awsome Corner Unit
Offered at $257,250

Riverside Condominium
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath • Direct Riverfront Unit

Offered at $278,750



 

 

 

THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY! 
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A1A Condos:  Steve and Nancy Koenig  
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love & 

David Hermann 
Boylston (east end):   Frank Stein 
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside 
Brookline:  Donna Hiatt 
Chaffee Place:  Sherry & Bill Phillips 
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness  
Columbus: Tammy Schreck 
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko 
Flagstone: Bill and Gayle Clark  
Flushing, Manhattan, and Nautilus: 

Susan McDonald 
Golf: Lisa Gall 
N. Grandview: Connie Lambert 
Hartford: Kassi Mercy 
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden 
Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers 

N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:  Dan Stockman 
Pelican: MaryAnn and Danny Langton 
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder 
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson 
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood 
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman 
Seaview: Suzy Lamoureux 
Stanford: Netta Weiner 
Williams: Megan O’Neill  
Waverly:  Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos 
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina  
Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen   
  
 
North Halifax:  Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves 
 

      
Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein, Donna Coles  

  and Reba Peters.  A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!  


