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Mayor Derrick: Veterans
Museum
Sheriff Chitwood: Joining my
team
Zone 2: Ken Strickland:
Update

Our annual fundraiser is underway,
and we have collected $4,286 to date with a
goal of $6,000. Please see page 6 for the
list of current donors. It is not too late to get
your name on the list for next month, and we
would appreciate the support that keeps us
going.

A Native Remembers .......5
Fundrai$er Info……….…. 6
Save Our Neighborhoods:
SON Update ………………...7
From the Chief of
Police………………….………8
Leaving Lockdown ..……9

We opened our last meeting with a
report from our District 2 Captain
Jeremy Nikolow.

Below, Captain Scott Lee gaves an
update on the current code
enforcement statistics.

Join us at the
Schnebly Center
1101 N. Atlantic Ave.
Thursday, May 19th!
Meal at 6:00 p.m.
(con’t on Meeting
next page)at 6:30 p.m.
($5 suggested donation)
Dinner:

Southern Style Chicken Bites
Potato Salad with a
Fresh Dill Pickle Spear
Desserts and Beverages
(Con’t on next page)
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Bellaire Community Group
2000 N. Halifax
Daytona Beach, FL 32118
2022 Officers
Chair
Steve Koenig
Office: 386.257.6700
Cell: 386.795.0023
steve@koenigrealty.com
Vice Chair
Paul Zimmerman, Founder
386.316.6259
ptzimm@bellsouth.net
Treasurer and
Marketing Manager
Nancy Koenig
386.679.3363
nancy@koenigrealty.com

Contributors
Paul Zimmerman
Jakari Young
Weegie Keundig
Mike Chitwood
Derrick Henry
Ken Strickland
Steve Koenig

AGENDA
1. 6 p.m. Dinner
2. Call to Order and Pledge
3. Crime and safety report
4. Meet our new Code Enforcement Inspector, John Stenson
5. Featured Speaker - Larry Bartlett, Volusia County Property Appraiser:
An update on local real estate trends and a discussion of the hometown hero
initiative
6. 50/50 drawing
7. Adjourn
8. Put tables and chairs away and
9. Go home with a smile!
(con’t from Page 1)

Our program last month was a forum that included Steve
Koenig, Mark Barker, Paul
Zimmerman and Jeffrey
Boyle. A lot of topics were
covered by some of our
local activists. Questions
were taken from the
members and everyone
learned a little more about
our local issues.
No better way to conclude our
meeting than with a 50-50 winner.
Nancy Koenig verifies the winning
ticket held by Suzie Lamoureux.
Congrats Suzie!
This month we will
introduce our new Code
Enforcement officer for our
Beachside area, John Stenson.
Our featured speaker will be Larry Bartlett, our Volusia
County Property Appraiser, and he will discuss local real estate
trends and the hometown hero initiative.
I can assure you without even knowing what we will be
serving for dinner, it will be delicious as always. Thanks Nancy and
crew!
Thanks for the journey,
Steve and Nancy Koenig
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OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

Derrick Henry
Mayor of Daytona Beach
Freshly paved roads not
only add to the aesthetics of a
neighborhood, smoother streets also
improve ride quality, reduce noise,
cause less wear and tear on vehicles
and help to reduce accidents. It’s
the ultimate win-win situation for
drivers and residents. The city is
currently undergoing an ambitious
maintenance program to improve
neighborhood streets. Since last
year, nearly 40 miles of city-owned
roads have been improved in all
areas of the city. Last month several
streets in Zone 5 were completed
and crews are currently working in
the area of South Palmetto Avenue
(Zone 3). Beginning early this
summer, neighborhood streets
from Plaza Boulevard to Euclid
Avenue (Zone 2) will be
resurfaced. Additional resident
notification is planned before work
begins.

Veterans Museum & Education
Center Opens next month The
public is invited to a celebration of
the Veterans Museum and
Education Center, which is opening
in its new location at 9 a.m.
Saturday, June 4. The new location
is the former Cornelia Young
Library at 302 Vermont Avenue,
which is a city-owned facility. The
artifacts on display pay tribute to the
commitment, dedication, service
and sacrifice of the men and women
who have served in the United
States Armed Forces to defend our
freedom and liberty. Attendees will
be able to see items dating from the
Spanish-American War to more
recent conflicts in the Middle East.
Parking is available across the street
from the Center, which is on the
corner of Peninsula Drive and
Vermont Avenue.

Mike Chitwood
Volusia County Sheriff
One of the most important jobs in
Volusia County belongs to a person
you might never meet.
The Telecommunicators at
the Volusia Sheriff’s Office
Communications Center are truly
the first of the first responders,
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always there to pick up the phone
when someone is in dire need.
When you need help, they’re the
voice you want to hear on the
phone.
They’re also the lifeline for
every deputy, police officer,
firefighter, paramedic, you name it
– no matter what, it’s a Sheriff’s
Office dispatcher getting crucial
information to those who need it.
The good news is we have
incredible people willing to step up
and do this job in Volusia County.
The bad news is we are in need of a
lot more of them!
Like so many other
employers across the country right
now, our Comms Center is facing a
high number of vacancies and not
enough applicants to fill them. As I
write this, we have in excess of 40
positions available, and the job
applications coming in just aren’t
keeping pace.
It takes a special person to
do this work, and I know it’s not a
job that anyone does solely for the
money. We do have signing bonuses
available for certified candidates,
excellent benefits, eligibility in the
Florida Retirement System and
increased pay as you advance your
career.
We’ll provide the training
and opportunities for advancement
in the organization – you just bring
your desire to serve and a
willingness to learn!
If you know someone who
would be a good candidate, I hope
you’ll encourage them to check us
out at volusiasheriff.org/careers.
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We have some special hiring events
and tours coming up in the future,
and if you come out and apply, there’s a good chance
you can get a job offer on the spot. Stay tuned and I
hope you’ll see we have a lot to offer!
Stay safe,
-- Sheriff Mike Chitwood

The requirements are:
--You must be 65 years old or older
--Must have internet and maintain it for a least a year
--Pay for subscription service for Ring Camera
($3/month or $30/annually)
**(Must be paid directly to Ring and not the city)**
--Must be willing to share video with police if asked
(Will be related to investigation in area)
--Must reside in the zone of the below listed
commissioners (Zone 2 Commissioner Strickland, Zone
3Commissioner May, and
Zone 5 Commissioner Henry)
--Attend training class when camera is distributed.
--Remain part of the program for a period of 1 year
--Must not already own a doorbell camera service.
Please contact me if you qualify and would like
one.

Ken Strickland

City Commissioner Zone 2
Hello neighbors,
Another month has pased and it’s time to do
another update. I will start with the RingCamera
Collaboration Program.

A workshop should be scheduled soon for the
Mayor and Commission to discuss clear cutting
developments. This is long overdue.
Until next month,
Ken Strickland
Zone 2 Commissioner
stricklandken@codb.us
386-295-5277
.

Printed in Daytona Beach at

$15 OFF SERVICE CALL FOR BCG AREA RESIDENTS

735 N. Ridgewood Ave. • Daytona Beach
(386) 252-6571
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A NATIVE REMEMBERS
Paul Zimmerman
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group

For the last 15 years or so I have been doing something
called Standup Paddle Surfing (SUP). It is what you do
when you get old but still have the stoke of surfing. This
year marks 57 years of surfing for me. I still surf a
regular long board occasionally, but every year I find
that I am on my SUP more and more. Regular paddle
surfing requires the extra step of springing to your feet
from a prone position…then you ride the
wave….springing, yeah, I remember springing…now it
is more a creeping. That extra half second or so from
springing to creeping can make all the difference in
staying in curl, the part of the wave where the energy is.
Stand up paddling eliminates that springing deficit; you
are already standing when you drop into the wave.
Standup paddle boards are usually longer and wider, and
less maneuverable, than a regular surfboard, so--just like
everything in life--there is trade off. For the advantage
of taking off in a standing position, you may lose that
benefit of maneuverability on the wave. But it keeps us
old guys in the lineup (sometimes to the consternation of
the younger guys).
In those 57 years, I have hundreds of vivid
memories of surfing with my friends here in Daytona
Beach at the Hartford approach, the piers and inlet, up in
Flagler, and traveling to Mexico, Central America, and
through the Caribbean. I can remember, back in high
school, surfing with some buddies in huge hurricane surf
with NO leashes (straps the tether the surfer to their
board). Leashes were frowned upon until the mid 1970s
when stupidity was overtaken by an awakening. Before
leashes, you held on to your board for all it was worth or
it meant a long swim all the way to beach and long
paddling back out. The other reason you held onto your
board was safety and a mutual concept of self
preservation.
Back then, before the short board revolution,
surfboards were mostly 9 to 10 feet long with heavy
fiberglass making them weigh about 25 lbs. Getting hit
by one of those log-like projectiles hurt and caused a lot
of injuries, so it was the accepted AND expected
practice that if you fell, you held onto your board at all

costs.
But
waves
are
powerful
and sometimes unpredictable, and no matter how much
you tried sometimes the board got away, and then it was
every man for himself as the loose board comes through
the lineup and those paddling out. In big hurricane surf,
it is worse….I have a scar on my nose and eyebrow and
a shattered front tooth from a friend’s board that hit me
squarely in the face as I was paddling out in 8-10 foot
waves. I was young, so when I quit seeing stars I
continued paddling out. I remember I had made it
outside and was sitting there looking for a wave to take
off on when a guy paddles over to me and asks if I was
OK…I said yeah, why?…and he said, “Because you’re
covered in blood.” I looked down on my chest and he
was right…blood from my nose and eyebrow had me
covered without my even realizing it. Adrenaline and
stoke. Nature’s way of dealing with an injury.
Recently, as the march of time continues, I
bought a SUP that is not meant for surfing. It is strictly
made for paddling in the ocean for fun or exercise. I
have been paddling it down to the Main St. Pier and
back. I stay off shore usually at least a couple hundred
yards….far enough to detach but close enough to see the
folks cruising, riding bikes, or walking along the shore
line. This time of year, the waves are pretty much nonexistent and the wind is offshore, so the surface of the
ocean is smooth and the board glides pretty well. I was
paddling the other day, not a cloud in the sky, the water
was blue/green and clear, and the ocean was alive…fish
were jumping all over the place….jacks, blue fish,
Spanish mackerel and pogeys…not to mention the
rolling porpoise, the diving pelicans, and gulls...
Sure am glad I started surfing, and I’m glad that
I live here.
‘til next time,
Paul
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ANNUAL FUND RAI$ER UPDATE
Thank you! So far, as of May 7, you’ve given us $4,286.06
We know what the donation means: you support our efforts and our goals.
Our goal is $6,000. If we make our goal this year, we can refurbish our BCG marketing materials.
If you can help, thank you!
Residents ($1 and up)
Anonymous ( 4 )
Bob & Dot Ducharme

Joe Farrell
Brian & Geri Mitchell

Bill & Lisa Whelan

Bill & Allison Leigh-Manuell
Marge Lippert
Chad & Letitia Macfie
The Mercy’s
Greg Pflug
The Pierce Family
Carole Redding
Russell Rhodes

Annaliese Ryan & Robert
Harris
Steve & Kim Schlossberg
Pat Thomason
Jack & Linda Tracy
R. Lawrence Vandenberg
Paul & Gloria Yeager

Anonymous ( 1 )
Raymond & Kate Abels
Lee Apperson
Bill & Sandra Archer
Jeff Boyle
Judy ‘Mac’ Heller

Larry & Clara Keller
Victor & Faye McCrary
Sandra F. Morris
Wendell Powell
Dave & Donna Smith
Frank Stein

Frank & Terre Tumminello
Sue & Don Vanessendelft
Larry & Jane Weiner
Tim & Holly Zvolanek

Patrons ($100 and up)
Anonymous ( 3 )
Julia & Renee Alford
Clint & Mary Brooks
Chris & Julie Brown
Tara & Jim Bryan

Rose Marie Candler
Bruce Hufnagel
Reba E. Peters
Zbig & Zofia Rek
Tom & Betsy Russell

Denny Snyder & Chuck
Ellenwood
Judy Sterling

Sponsors ($200 and up)
Anonymous ( )
Don Kane
Don & Hannah King
Steve & Nancy Koenig

Bohdi & Nancy
Lewandowskyj
John N. McGuinness & Sean
Doyle

Kevin & Lisa Whitaker

Neighbors ($25 and up)
Anonymous ( 5)
Will Arsenault
Chuck & Tammy Brogdon
Larry & Pat Carrico
Laurie & Jim Clark
Jim & Beth Fox
Rick Holmes
Steve & Connie Lambert
Mark & Suzi Lamoureux
Friends ($50 and up)

It’s not too late to send your donation! Mail it to
Bellaire Community Group
2000 N Halifax
Daytona Beach, FL 32118
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SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
Weegie Keundig
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods
Dear Bellaire Friends and Neighbors:
I believe you are aware that my passion has
become overdevelopment and poor development with their
effects on the environment, water and infrastructure. The
entire state of Florida to me is a bellwether state about
these issues, but as always I will try to keep my remarks
focused on Daytona Beach because that is where I live even though everything is connected. My opinion may
require at least one more column about this. Part I follows:
The clear cutting of trees and decimation of our
wetlands is stunning. The lack of infrastructure to support
the growth has become a huge problem. So is the planning
process that allowed us to get to this point. It all starts with
developers who play for the maximum profits when they
apply for exemptions that we don't have to allow. Planning
staff gets involved and, in my opinion, it goes down hill
from there. Most often our Land Development Code
(LDC) gets changed through the Planned Development
process (PD'S) with the blessing of staff. Again , PD's are
not an entitlement. They are exemptions from our LDC.
The developmental PD then goes in front of the Planning
Board for acceptance or rejection. Those serving
are residents appointed by the Commissioner, one from
each Zone. If you haven't noticed, not only does the Board
accept with complete capitulation almost all applications,
they seem to fawn over the developers, their
attorneys, and staff. They accept any answer from the
developers and staff to their perfunctory questions as
gospel truth. But at the last (and previous) Planning Board
meeting, I saw a light.
That light was the Planning Board member from
Zone 5, Mil Robinson. He asks the thoughtful and tough
questions about the impact of overdevelopment and keeps
asking them when he gets no answer other than, "we meet
the minimum standards; we follow the rules". He keeps
asking when other members make light of his questions or
ignore them or pontificate without knowledge about the
role of wetlands, clear cutting, infrastructure pressures,
water issues, or the state regulatory boards and their rules
that are skewed toward development interests instead of
protection of our residents. He has been a lone" no" vote. I

am always grateful to him for trying. Please watch these
meetings - they are vital to our interests. They are on
Channel 490 or can be accessed on
the www.cobd.us website.
Another light is that for the first time in my
memory, the words " clear cutting" were mentioned at a
Commission meeting where the final approval of the
developmental process happens. Commissioner Strickland
brought it up and the Mayor said he wants to have staff
bring something back to the Commission. The rest of the
Commission was silent, however, and there was no
discussion. If there is to be a workshop, I hope it will be
televised. The Commission workshop process is very
important to all residents. And while nothing is voted on in
these sessions, it is almost as if the Commission gets to
telegraph their votes there by expressing their
opinions. That is why I believe we need to see it as openly
as possible.
I will begin Part II in my next column. It will
coincide with beginning of Hurricane Season and the
effect of all this overdevelopment on evacuations and other
related issues like "minimum standards".
Until then thanks for the opportunity to express
my opinion.
Weegie Kuendig
dkuendig@aol.com
386-254-5141
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FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Jakari Young,
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach
May is National Mental Health Awareness
Month.
Mental health is something we value strongly at
the Daytona Beach Police Department (DBPD). We see
daily what can happen when people suffer in silence
with things going on in their lives.
In 2021, our police department received over
2,500 service calls related to people experiencing some
kind of mental health issue.
That’s just one of the reasons why our
partnership with SMA Healthcare is so valuable.
Around a year ago, we utilized a $10,000 grant
from Macy’s to buy iPads that our patrol officers use to
connect people in a mental crisis right away to SMAtrained counselors.
Having that kind of expertise at our fingertips
can mean the world to those who need the help but don’t
always know where to go to get it.
On this National Mental Health Awareness
Month, we encourage you to love yourself enough to ask
for help. If you’re having suicidal thoughts, going
through depression or struggling with an addiction,
know that you’re not alone and there’s people out there
who can help you.
If you need someone to talk to, call SMA’s
helpline at (800) 539-4228. That number is staffed at all
times, day or night.
On a similar note, National Police Week began
May 11 (Wednesday) and it runs through May 17
(Tuesday).
DBPD – along with many other law enforcement
agencies in the Sunshine State – is asking our residents
to “light Florida blue” in support of the men and women
who protect Daytona Beach and all the other
communities in Florida. This campaign also honors
those officers who paid the ultimate price in defense of
their communities.

There’s a few ways you can do that. One is by
changing your home or business’ exterior or flood lights
to blue. You can also string up blue holiday lights or
blue ribbons around your mailbox or anywhere else on
your property that’s visible to the public.
Another way to show support is to wear blue on
May 15 (Sunday), which is National Peace Officers
Memorial Day.
However you choose to support, please share on
social media using the hashtags #LightFloridaBlue and
#LightDaytonaBlue. Feel free to tag any of our verified
social media accounts on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. Just look for the blue checkmark.
We thank you for your support. It means more
than we can ever express.
Sincerely,
Chief Jakari Young

To Our Advertisers
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LEAVING LOCKDOWN
(a reprise: June 2020 AKA The Before Times. I laugh to look at this. Perhaps you will too.)
Welp, folks, I don’t know about you, but
I’ve been in lockdown since March 18. That’s 13
weeks! 91 days! In 2020, I’ve spent more time in
lockdown than NOT in lockdown. I’m really
hoping this isn’t the new forever normal.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention have demonstrated conclusively that
wearing masks has helped limit the spread of the
COVID infection. My heart is so happy that we
have something we can actually do to keep each
other safe. In uncertain times, that’s a nice
certainty to have, so I’m wearing the mask when I
have to be around other people, and I’m glad to do
it. The only exception is very early in the morning,
when I take a very brisk walk with my friend
Rachel north through the neighborhood. Got to get
my steps in, right? But I can’t be both brisk and
masked for four miles without practically
suffocating. I have no regrets.
Even though restrictions have begun to lift,
the neighborhood streets are pretty quiet. And
Rachel and I are middle-aged scofflaws, so we walk
right in the middle of the road. Most of the folks we
encounter on these walks aren’t wearing their
masks either, probably because the dogs they’re
walking would laugh at them. I’ve had a blast
getting to pet the regular puppers and exchanging
a few friendly words with their parents. Everyone
is smiling, including the dogs. It feels normal and
happy to interact with people like the world isn’t
on fire.
So that’s the thing, really. I had not truly
understood how much facial expressions matter
until I was unable to see them. As the song says,
you don’t know what you’ve got until it’s gone.
I’ve worn my mask to Publix about four
times, maybe five, breathing heavily and fogging
up my glasses. And I admit to grumbling to myself
about the tourists (thanks for coming!!) who get too

close and go the wrong
way and make me feel
like shouting “Get off my
lawn!” because they aren’t
wearing masks.
But in general, I
am finding myself being extra specially nice to
people. When someone comes too close with their
cart and apologizes, I respond with “oh, no
problem at all!” and I add an unmistakable side
order of cheerfulness.
I wasn’t even aware I was doing that until
my cheeks started to hurt and I realized I had been
overcompensating. Because I wasn’t able to signal
“I’m friendly, hi, fellow human!” with a smile, I
was smiling harder, wider, and bigger….under my
mask.
You know, this is really a time when seeing
someone’s casual smile is essential. A smile can tell
us whether someone is genuinely happy or just
faking it, whether they’re distracted, and whether
they’re finding exactly what they want in the
produce section. Someone with no smile at all
could be annoyed, concentrating on something else,
flat out rude, determined on a task, or just too busy
to interact. Depending on what I see, I react
accordingly…and with the mask on, it is often very
difficult to know how to react. I’m missing at least
half my data input and all I can do is send my “hi,
I’m friendly!” vibes out there. I try to do that
anyway, I guess, but this mask is not helping.
Don’t take off those masks yet, folks. We’re
not in the clear. I know, I know, I feel the same way
about masks! But they’re helping us all stay alive
and healthy. I can smile about that. So should we
all. Just make sure it’s a BIG smile.
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RITCHEY

automotive group

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts

932 N. Nova Rd.• 386-236-5000
RitcheyCadillac.com

650 N. Nova Rd.• 386-255-2252 • SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159
386-236-5156
RitcheyAutos.com

901 N. Nova Rd.• 386-255-9374 • DaytonaHyundai.com

122489

551 N. Nova Rd. • 386-255-4444
JonHall.com

11

KOENIG
R E A L T Y
Steve Koenig, Broker
Nancy Koenig, Realtor

386-257-6700

KoenigRealty.com
Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company
Your Beachside Specialists

What’s you home worth?
Home values are increasing...
Contact us for a FREE 10 minute onsite price
consultation on your property.

386-747-5358

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs
Complete Jewelry Repairs
Large Selection of Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry
Large selection of High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads
We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry
On-Site Parking
BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer
50%
On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday &
Wednesday
Voted Best
Around for past
28 years for Best
Fine Jewelry
& Clock Shop

Full Service Lawn Service
& Landscaping

THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY!

Street Captains Needed
to deliver newsletters...

The following streets do not have someone assigned to deliver newsletters
to:

Flagstone, Flushing, Manhattan,
N. Grandview, Nautilus

We also need people who can fill-in when our regular volunteers are not
available.
You can deliver to a street other than the street on which you live.

If you could help deliver newsletters once a month please contact Nancy at
386-257-6700 or Nancy@KoenigRealty.com
The time investment is less than 1 hour monthly. Please volunteer to help
our community group. AMany hands make light work!
Thank You!
Fr

A1A Condos: Steve and Nancy Koenig
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love &
David Hermann
C
Boylston (east end): Frank Stein
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside
Brookline: Donna Hiatt
Chaffee Place: Sherry & Bill Phillips
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness
Columbus: Tammy Schreck
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko
Golf: Lisa Gall
Hartford: Kassi Mercy
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden
Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers
N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:
Dan Stockman

Pelican: Saralee Morrissey
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman
Z
Seaview: MaryAnn and Danny Langton
Stanford: Netta Weiner
Williams: Megan O’Neill
Waverly: Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina
Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen
S
N Halifax: Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves

Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein
and Reba Peters. A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!
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