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Join us at the
Schnebly Center
1101 N Atlantic Ave
Thursday, March 17th!
Meal at 600 p.m.
Meeting at 630 p.m.
($5 suggested donation)

(con’t on next page)

Dinner:

Corned Beef and Cabbage
Potatoes and Carrots
Rolls
Desserts and Beverages
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We officially kick off Spring on March 20th and we have been
enjoying some beautiful weather! Spring also means we are kicking off
our 13th Annual Fundraising Event this month. We have set our goal at
$6,000. Last year you contributed $6,196
to help us reach our goal. We reach our
goal through contributions from our longterm supporters as well as new donors. See
page 6 for a breakdown of our revenues
and expenses so you can see just where our
funds are going.
We are thankful for all the
dedicated volunteers and supporters of our
group, as always, but this month, a special
call-out for our newsletter team, which remains vitally important for our
members to stay in touch and enjoy the sense of community that’s kept
us going. While BCG pays to have our newsletters printed, the work to
get them laid out and delivered is done by volunteers. Those who
regularly contribute to our newsletter and those who hand-deliver them
throughout our Beachside Community are all volunteers. (And we can
always use more.) Amazing how a Group with so many caring
volunteers has enabled us to continue to strive to Keep Quality of Life
Our Priority!
Another way of supporting our Community Group is to
patronize our sponsors in our newsletter. These sponsors are a great
help in offsetting the cost of our monthly newsletter. And when you use
one of our sponsors, please let them know you found their ad in our
newsletter.
Last month we began
our meeting with Captain
Scott Lee who gave a code
report and answered
questions from our members.

(Con’t on next page)
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AGENDA

Bellaire Community Group
2000 N. Halifax
Daytona Beach, FL 32118
2022 Officers
Chair
Steve Koenig
Office: 386.257.6700
Cell: 386.795.0023
steve@koenigrealty.com

1. 6 p.m. Dinner
2. Call to Order and Pledge
3. Crime and safety report
4. Featured Speaker Jeff Brower, Volusia County Council Chair
5. 50/50 drawing
6. Adjourn
7. Put tables and chairs away and
8. Go home with a smile!
(con’t from Page 1)

Vice Chair
Paul Zimmerman, Founder
386.316.6259
ptzimm@bellsouth.net

Jeremy Nikolow, District 2
Captain, gave the monthly crime
report and stats.

Treasurer and
Marketing Manager
Nancy Koenig
386.679.3363
nancy@koenigrealty.com

Nancy and Carole
(long time member) share
a smile for the camera.

Contributors
Paul Zimmerman
Jakari Young
Weegie Keundig
Mike Chitwood
Derrick Henry
Ken Strickland
Steve Koenig

Paul with our guest, Mike
Chitwood, Volusia County
Sheriff.
We look forward to
seeing you all at our March
meeting (which falls on St.
Patricks Day – so wear something green). We look forward to hosting Jeff
Brower, Volusia County Council Chairman. We thank Paul Zimmerman for
chairing the past two meetings, while Steve continues to recover from a
broken back.

Thanks for the journey,
Steve and Nancy Koenig
Vol 16, Issue 3: March 2022
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OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

Derrick Henry
Mayor of Daytona Beach
Neighborhood streets
throughout the city – mainland and
beachside – are being repaved,
which is part of an overall
maintenance program to provide a
smoother, more attractive roadway
surfaces. Since last summer, more
than 34 lane miles have been
resurfaced in the city’s ambitious $4
million repaving program.
On the beachside, several
streets from University to Silver
Beach have been milled, resurfaced
and striped, and most recently,
aging roadways south of Silver
Beach have been repaved.
Upcoming phases include work in
the Cedar Highlands neighborhood,
off Jimmy Ann Drive; Palmetto
Avenue, south of Orange Avenue;
and selected roadways on the
beachside, from Plaza Boulevard to
Woodland Avenue.
Roadways are selected
based on the condition rating and if
there is any necessary underground
utility work, as is often the case, and
the amount of traffic on the
roadway. These projects tend to be
longer term since many of these

roadways need extensive utility
work (for example Grandview
Avenue), and this coordination and
construction can take years to
design and complete.
East ISB Update: There is a
meeting Wednesday, March 30, at
the Volusia County Beach Safety
Headquarters, 515 S. Atlantic Ave.
in Daytona Beach for residents to
learn about the Florida Department
of Transportation’s project to
improve International Speedway
Boulevard (U.S. 92) from the
Halifax River Bridge to State Road
A1A. The project involves widening
International Speedway Boulevard
(U.S. 92) between the Halifax River
Bridge and S.R. A1A to provide two
travel lanes, a 5-foot-wide bicycle
lane and a 6-foot-wide sidewalk in
each direction. Improvements also
include building a raised median
and resurfacing along International
Speedway Boulevard, and
upgrading the traffic signals at
Halifax Avenue, Peninsula Drive,
Grandview Avenue and S.R.
A1A. FDOT is offering three ways
to participate in the public meeting in-person, virtually and a phone
option.
If you have questions,
please contact FDOT Project
Manager Kathleen Enot at 386-9435149 or by email at
Kathleen.Enot@dot.state.fl.us.

Mike Chitwood
Volusia County Sheriff
First off, a big thank you to
the Bellaire Community Group for
having me out to the Feb. 17
meeting. You have one of the most
informed and engaged community
groups out there, and I always
appreciate your interest in public
safety!
If you weren’t able to make
it, I want to touch on one of the
topics we discussed: Florida’s “red
flag” laws passed following the
mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland in
2018.
These laws were part of a
package of safety measures that
Florida and several other states
passed in the hopes of preventing
another Parkland. The “red flag”
term refers to risk protection orders
(RPOs), which authorize law
enforcement to seize firearms and
ammunition from people presenting
a high risk of harming themselves or
others.
RPOs give us a chance to
save lives. We all know that people
charged with a violent crime or
taken in for an involuntary mental
health evaluation often aren’t in
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secure custody for very long. If we
can temporarily remove weapons
from the equation, we can cut the
chances of violence or death in the
hours immediately following a
threat or a crisis.
Initially, by law, these
RPOs are very temporary. They
only allow us to remove, with the
respondent’s consent or if
authorized by law, access to guns
for 24 hours. To extend an RPO any
longer than that, we have to review
all the circumstances, bring the case
before a judge, present the facts and
request a longer RPO that can last
12 months at most, unless extended
by the court for up to an additional
12 months.
Through this process in
court, the subject of the RPO also
has the opportunity to argue and
show evidence as to why the RPO
should be denied, and to ask the
judge to order his or her weapons
released.
Here’s an example. Last
month, a young woman in Deltona
whose ex-boyfriend was threatening
her asked us to escort her to her
house in case he was waiting there.
In text messages, he’d said more
than once that he was going to shoot
and kill her. When deputies
announced themselves at the door,
the suspect jumped out a back
bedroom window, hopped a fence
and tried to run away. With the help
of a drone in the air, deputies caught
him right away and discovered he’d
been hiding in a bedroom with a
loaded gun.
The gun was legal – the
defendant had a concealed weapons
permit and his listed occupation was
a security guard. But clearly, given
what we knew about his threats and

the steps he’d already taken toward
carrying out them out – this was a
person who posed a high risk of
killing an innocent person.
After we arrested the
defendant, our general counsel filed
a detailed affidavit in court
requesting an RPO. The standards
are high – we must show clear and
convincing evidence of the threat at
hand. In this case, a judge reviewed
all the facts and granted an RPO for
the maximum period of 12 months,
in addition to mandatory evaluations
for mental health and substance
abuse or addiction.
The defendant still has the
right to request a hearing to vacate
the order, so his right to due process
is protected.
I believe this kind of law
has broad support from the vast
majority of people, but I know once
in a while it gets twisted. There are
those who claim that under a red
flag law, anyone can call the cops,
make up a story and have them take
your guns away. That’s just not true.
In reality, the due process involved
in obtaining an RPO protects
against false allegations that don’t
hold up to scrutiny from law
enforcement or from a judge.
I’ll always be a proponent
of every law-abiding American’s
right to keep and bear arms. A
community that includes
responsible gun owners is a lot safer
thanks to their presence. But when it
comes to an angry ex lying in wait
to kill an innocent woman, or a
deranged young man plotting one of
the most horrific school shootings in
American history – I cannot in good
conscience say we should ignore the
warning signs, stand back and allow

them to carry out their plans of
violence.
Thanks again for the
opportunity to discuss issues like
these with your group, and I look
forward to seeing you again down
the road!
--Sheriff Mike Chitwood

Ken Strickland
City Commissioner Zone 2
Hello neighbors,
I am very troubled by the
tragic deaths of the Aultmans on
Wild Olive. After having numerous
conversations with our Chief of
Police Young, I am certain that
DBPD is working very hard to solve
this senseless crime.
As most everyone knows by
now the Daytona Beach City
Commission voted to move bar
closing time from 3am to 2am.
Hopefully this will help to alleviate
the problems being caused at
closing time along Seabreeze.
This was the largest first
weekend crowd at a Bike Week
since the early 2000’s that I can
remember. Hopefully we can have a
safe, profitable, fun Bike Week with
minimal disruption to our daily
lives.
stricklandken@codb.us
386-295-5277
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A NATIVE REMEMBERS
Paul Zimmerman
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group

There seem to be two visions or two trains of
thought vying for control of our future here in Volusia
County. I guess one of them, and the one I relate to, is
what I call the old man vision. One where government
decisions are based on what we learn from looking
backward and adjusting our course to avoid making the
same mistakes more than a couple of times at least. I
like to think that old man’s vision thinks first about what
is best for the community and his fellow Volusians
without much consideration for personal gain. The old
man thinks that if he does what’s best for the
community, his life will be enriched by association. I
think that kind of thinking was what motivated my
father’s generation, the greatest generation, to build a
community here after they dropped everything and went
off to put their lives on the line in WWII.
The other vision I call, the “what’s in it for me”
(WIIFM) vision. The basis of the WIIFM vision seems
to be motivated by self interest and is justified by the
idea that the enrichment of the members of the WIIFM
crowd will somehow enrich the community. If we look
back in Volusia County, we can see a wide path cut into
our history that was motivated and justified by this type
of thinking. Our history documents one quick fix
development pipe dream or one quick fix special event
after the other that resulted in the wasting of tax dollars
or the deterioration of the quality of life of the
community. Hey, WIIFM types, don’t worry, we don’t
seem to be able to learn from the past…you w ill have
plenty more opportunities in the future.
These two visions are really diametrically
opposed to one another. The battle between them is
fought out in all areas of life but they are most obvious
in the political arena. Because of the natures of these
visions, it is easy to see why the WIIFM crowd is well

funded and attracts many acolytes. While the old man
vision has romantic characteristics that seems to beckon
to humans’ higher nature, it is often considered quaint
and old fashioned…but not rea lly relevant to today.
Seems like an uneven match, doesn’t it?
I guess this is the nature of things. It is how
some justify raiding tax revenues, clear cutting and
eliminating the habitat for wildlife…they don’t seem to
think about the ramifications of destroying our
environment and polluting our waterways. While some
are crying out in the wilderness, some are building their
treasure.
I have been writing these articles once a month
for 15 years. What is that? 12x15 = 180 articles…I
reckon that is enough for a book, but not enough to turn
back the clock. It would be nice if we really did learn
from our mistakes…but the line at the end of the movie,
No Country for Old Men, keeps popping into my head.
The lead character, an over matched sheriff played by
Tommy Lee Jones, laments to an old friend the seeming
worthlessness of his life’s efforts. His friend replies
stoically, “You can’t stop what’s coming, that’s
vanity”… I guess if it isn’t vanity, it might be naiveté.
I think the real important question is not which
one of these visions is right. I think the important
question is which one is sustainable?
‘til next time,
Paul
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2021 INCOME
F
Income from advertisers averages
Food donations and 50-50 revenue
ANNUAL REVENUE:
2
2Donations:
2021 Ticket Auction
2021 12th Annual Fundraiser
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$4,240
$1,418
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$5,658
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$4,240
$1,418
$ 667
$4,240
$6,196
$5,658
$1,418
$6,863
$5,658
$ 667
$6,196
$6,863
$ 667
$6,196
$6,863
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$ 8,488
$ 1,759
$ 1,392

$11,639
$ 8,488
2021 EXPENSES$5,658
F
$ 1,759
-5,981
W
$$ 1,392
Newsletter
8,488
Food expenses and supplies
$ 1,759
A
$11,639
Website and postage
$ 1,392
A
$5,658
-5,981
ANNUAL EXPENSES:
$11,639
ANNUAL REVENUE:
$5,658
-5,981

WITHOUT FUNDRAISING, WE GO INTO THE RED BY ABOUT $5,981
Supporting the Bellaire Community Group—now in its 15th year!-- helps maintain an informed community with
regular access to political, social, and justice issues in our area.
Our members serve on city advisory boards.
We offer the largest political forums in the area at election time.
Our wonderful advertisers are local businesses.
Supporting the Bellaire Community Group supports all of us!

The BCG Investment Levels
Residents $1 and up
Neighbors $25 and up
Friends $50 and up

Patrons $100 and up
Sponsors $200 and up
Angels $500 and up

Please use the enclosed envelope to mail your investment, with checks made payable to
Patrons $100 and up
Bellaire Community Group

N
F
N
F

$15 OFF SERVICE CALL FOR BCG AREA RESIDENTS

Sponsors $200 and up
Angels
$500
up
Patrons
$100
and
up Beach at
Printed
inand
Daytona
Sponsors $200 and up
Angels $500 and up

735 N. Ridgewood Ave. • Daytona Beach
(386) 252-6571
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SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
Weegie Keundig
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods
Dear Bellaire Friends and Neighbors:
For the past two days I have struggled with ideas
for my column. There is no dearth of ideas on my part
about general city issues, but my heart isn't in any of them
at the moment. So I am giving in to my emotions and
going to talk about what is so overwhelming to me and my
neighbors.
I am sure by now most of you are aware of the
gruesome murders of a very local couple that occurred in
the early morning hours of Sunday on my block. I am not
going to discuss details or speculate. That is unproductive
and I dislike dealing in unsubstantiated rumors about what
exactly happened. I also am very sensitive to the fact that
this is still an ongoing investigation by our DBPD, led by
Chief Jakari Young and his staff. I have every belief that
they will solve this crime, just like they have solved every
other big crime in our city.
I will talk about the police response. It has been
something to see. They have not left my neighborhood
since it happened. They have personally spoken to many of
us. They are as devastated by this event as we are. They
have taken the time to answer as many questions as they
can without compromising the investigation. They are a
reassuring presence. Our Seabreeze Neighborhood is
coordinating a meeting for our residents with Chief Jakari,
Capt. Lee, and others. It was Chief Jakari's immediate idea
in order to keep the communication open, to keep us
informed, and to allay some very real fear.

We are a stunned neighborhood right now,
mourning the victims. But are we ever a neighborhood.
The phone calls, messages and emails to each other began
in the dark of night and have not stopped. We are
supporting each other and the police. Detectives have
remarked on what a great neighborhood we have. Small,
but mighty. And we want to keep it that way. You all, in
Bellaire, also have a wonderful neighborhood, and
even though much larger, you are very cohesive and
supportive of one another. I still think it is very important
for each neighborhood to have its own group: you never
know when you will need someone close by with the same
basic issues to come together.
I want to thank all of you who have reached out
and know how appreciative I am for the opportunity to
share my thoughts with you.
Remembering and praying for the victims and
their families.
Weegie Kuendig
dkuendig@aol.com
386-451-6470.

Always remembering those we have
lost. Our hearts grieve with the
friends and neighbors of the
Aultmans.
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FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Jakari Young,
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach
It’s the busiest time of the year for the men and
women of the Daytona Beach Police Department
(DBPD).
There’s nothing quite like February and March
once the special events like Speedweeks, Bike Week and
Spring Break come around, especially if you’re tasked
with keeping the World’s Most Famous Beach safe.
For us, these events really start months before the
first race car fans, bikers or college students pour into our
city. There’s a lot of pre-planning and coordination
involved with valued community partners like Daytona
International Speedway and the many business owners
who rely on special events money to keep them and their
employees fed.
Once the tourists do arrive, that’s when those
plans really become important. It takes a lot of people on
the ground putting in a lot of hours to keep every part of
Daytona Beach safe, including the neighborhoods of
residents who will be around long after the tourists have
left town.
Years of preparing for and learning from these
annual events have really helped us handle the many
security issues which can pop up suddenly in a very
smooth fashion. It also helps when we get great
cooperation from the other local law enforcement
agencies in Volusia County, many of whom offer their
personnel to work the events. That’s no small thing since
these kinds of special events can see Daytona Beach’s
population double or even triple its normal size
temporarily.
Fortunately, we had no major security issues
during Speedweeks 2022. Even with the Clash race
moving to Los Angeles, the crowds were still plenty big
for most of the races, especially the Daytona 500.
Between our patrols and the security team employed at
the Speedway, though, things stayed pretty smooth.

Bike Week 2022 is wrapping up this weekend
and I fully expect our officers – many of whom have
already put in a lot of overtime between this event and
Speedweeks – to continue to live up to the high standards
that we as a command staff need from them. Everyone
who puts on the DBPD uniform knows how important it
is to do the best they can under these kinds of
circumstances and they’re all trained to do exactly that.
Spring Break is already well underway. Even
though it’s definitely not as large an event in Daytona
Beach as it was in years past, it will certainly keep all of
us at DBPD on our toes until the college students are
back in school.
We know that these kinds of events, for various
reasons, can be frustrating at times for our residents. The
main piece of advice I can give is to stay patient when
driving around town and enjoy yourself as much as you
can. After all, if so many people think Daytona Beach is
a great place to visit annually, then it has to be a pretty
good place to live also.

Sincerely,
Chief Jakari Young

To Our Advertisers
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LEAVING LOCKDOWN
Well, friends and neighbors, looks like
something else is taking top story space in the news:
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. And the American
President has said recently that COVID no longer
needs to be the top story. That leaves me with some
questions, the first of which is, what do I do with
this column? I started out with “Living in
Lockdown,” and then—after the vaccines came
out—“Leaving Lockdown,” which has persisted
because I am still afraid of this damn thing. Not
nearly as afraid as I was, to be sure. Double vaxxed,
boosted, and survivor of three plane trips with
nothing worse than a head cold: I am very, very safe
and grateful for it.
Long habits are long habits, though. I still
wear a mask. I still expect people to stand six feet
away from me. I am still suspicious of gathering
indoors. I don’t think those long habits, built from
fear to withstand a very real threat, are going to go
away any time soon. And I still write these columns
for the Bellaire Community Group with the
assumption that they might (because I sound
dramatically different on the page than our usual
contributors) be a welcome break from news,
community events, and other reports. Once in a
while, one of these columns finds its way back to me
when I hear that someone loved it…or hated it.
(Either way is fine with me, truly. As one writer I
know puts it, “at least they read it.”) Those are nice
days and I always appreciate the feedback. No writer
likes going unread.
But there does come a time when any writer
asks, “what do I do next?” I’m not writing for
myself here; I have an audience. My audience is
you. Part of the reason I’ve felt able to write for you
was that we were all on the same wild COVID ride,
even if we were experiencing it differently. What
can I find now that represents some sort of
commonality?
I can’t find it in myself to write about
Russia’s hostile invasion of a sovereign country

(other than to say that the President of Ukraine is
redefining heroism).
I will probably write about the continuing
generations of feral cats in my backyard, which
(because I know you want to know!) is about to
spawn another generation. The two adult females
I’ve been trying to entice for the last few months
turn out NOT to be spayed after all, although they
have all the signs of being beneficiaries of the “Trap,
Neuter, Release” programs. I figured this out after
two weeks of ungodly howling and screaming in the
backyard while the two girls had a splendid, raunchy
lead up to Mardi Gras and we got no sleep. So, sixty
days until kittens. Kind of puts me in “get it done
now” mode. Not sure what “it” will be but it better
happen soon.
I will probably also write about the ongoing
saga of my dear dad, who—after five years of
frustrating waffling—has done a complete 180 on us
three kids and is preparing to move into my house
this summer. Those of you experiencing that, from
whichever end, know the kinds of issues and
questions and insanity and preparation that I’m in
the middle of. Because my dad is my dad, I can
make these stories hilarious for you.
COVID is definitely not gone, not over.
Within the next month or so, over one million
Americans will have died from COVID. Over 78
million have been infected. Over 65% of Americans
have been vaccinated, and that now, FINALLY,
includes our children if not our infants. Worldwide,
over six million have died, and 446 million cases
have been reported. Right now, the Netherlands is
experiencing a 700% increase in cases. New
Zealand is reporting a 187% increase. COVID is still
a global pandemic. There may be additional variants
coming, too. It ain’t over ‘til it’s over, as someone
once said.
I’ll keep writing for you. Steve says he likes the
human touch. I think I can manage that. Stay safe
out there, my friends.
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RITCHEY

automotive group

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts

932 N. Nova Rd.• 386-236-5000
RitcheyCadillac.com

650 N. Nova Rd.• 386-255-2252 • SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159
386-236-5156
RitcheyAutos.com

901 N. Nova Rd.• 386-255-9374 • DaytonaHyundai.com

122489

551 N. Nova Rd. • 386-255-4444
JonHall.com
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KOENIG
R E A L T Y
Steve Koenig, Broker
Nancy Koenig, Realtor

386-257-6700

KoenigRealty.com
Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company
Your Beachside Specialists

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

386-747-5358

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs
Complete Jewelry Repairs
Large Selection of Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry
Large selection of High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads
We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry
On-Site Parking
BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer
50%
On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday &
Wednesday
Voted Best
Around for past
28 years for Best
Fine Jewelry
& Clock Shop

THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY!

BCG Volunteers Needed
to deliver newsletters...

The following streets do not have someone assigned to deliver newsletters
to:

Flagstone, N. Grandview

We also need people who can fill-in when our regular volunteers are not
available.
You can deliver to a street other than the street on which you live.

If you could help deliver newsletters once a month please contact Nancy at
386-257-6700 or Nancy@KoenigRealty.com
The time investment is less than 1 hour monthly. Please volunteer to help
our community group. AMany hands make light work!
Thank You!
Fr
A1A Condos: Steve and Nancy Koenig
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love &
David Hermann
C
Boylston (east end): Frank Stein
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside
Brookline: Donna Hiatt
Chaffee Place: Sherry & Bill Phillips
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness
Columbus: Tammy Schreck
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko
Golf: Lisa Gall
Hartford: Kassi Mercy
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden
Manhattan: Sheryl Cola
Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers
N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:
Dan Stockman

Nautilus and Flushing: Carrie Sutton
Pelican: Saralee Morrissey
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman
Z
Seaview: MaryAnn and Danny Langton
Stanford: Netta Weiner
Williams: Megan O’Neill
Waverly: Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina
Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen
S
N Halifax: Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves

Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein
and Reba Peters. A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!
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