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Our Elected
Officials……………………….3
Mayor Derrick: Easter Beach
Run returns
Sheriff Chitwood: Finally
helping kids at risk
Zone 2: Ken Strickland:
Update

A Native Remembers .......5

A huge thank you to Paul Zimmerman and
Nancy Koenig for covering my absence at
our January 2022 meeting. I had the
misfortune of breaking my back just before
Christmas and spent 43 days at Halifax
Hospital followed by Brooks Rehab (in
Halifax fountain building). I returned home
February 2nd and look forward to
continuing outpatient rehab. I thank everyone for their prayers and
thoughts.

Save Our Neighborhoods:
SON Update ………………...6

Jeremy Nikolow, DB Police
District 2 Captain, began the
meeting with a crime update.

From the Chief of
Police………………….………7
Leaving Lockdown ..……8

Join us at the
Schnebly Center
1101 N Atlantic Ave
Thursday, February 17th!
Meal at 600 p.m.
Meeting at 630 p.m.
($5 suggested donation)

(con’t on next page)

Dinner:

Pasta and Italian meatballs
with green beans
desserts and drinks

Captain Scott Lee gave a
thorough Code Enforcement
report and fielded lots of
questions from our members.

Our featured guest was
Carla Quann, Volusia County
Juvenile Services Director, who
stood in for Mike Chitwood who
had a family emergency. Carla has
worked with Mike for the past 15
years. She gave an overview of
her (Con’t on next page)
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AGENDA

Bellaire Community Group
2000 N. Halifax
Daytona Beach, FL 32118
2022 Officers
Chair
Steve Koenig
Office: 386.257.6700
Cell: 386.795.0023
steve@koenigrealty.com
Vice Chair
Paul Zimmerman, Founder
386.316.6259
ptzimm@bellsouth.net

1. 6 p.m. Dinner
2. Call to Order and Pledge
3. Crime and safety report
4. Featured Speaker Sheriff Mike Chitwood
5. 50/50 drawing
6. Adjourn
7. Put tables and chairs away and
8. Go home with a smile!
(con’t from Page 1)

responsibilities related to juveniles in Volusia County. Carla
answered many questions from our BCG members.

It is always nice to
see DB Zone 2 City
Commissioner, Ken
Strickland, at our
meetings.

Treasurer and
Marketing Manager
Nancy Koenig
386.679.3363
nancy@koenigrealty.com

Contributors
Paul Zimmerman
Jakari Young
Weegie Keundig
Mike Chitwood
Derrick Henry
Ken Strickland
Steve Koenig

As always, we
conclude with our
50/50 winner. This
month was Hannah
(one of our valued
volunteers).
This month, once
again, we have
scheduled Volusia County Sheriff Mike Chitwood as our featured
guest. We look forward to hosting Mike again.
Thanks for the journey……
Steve and Nancy
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PS --- We thank you for cards, calls, emails, texts filled with encouraging words.
We thank you for food, soup and flowers too. But most of all we thank you for
prayers, love and hanging in there with us. We love you!!! Steve and Nancy
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OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
cost for the 2- or 4-mile race is $35
and children races are $15, if
registered by March 31.
For more information or to
register, call (386) 671-8337 or visit
www.codb.us/EasterBeachRun.

Derrick Henry
Mayor of Daytona Beach
Mark your calendars! I am happy to
announce the city’s popular Easter
Beach Run is returning in 2022 after
a two-year hiatus due to the
pandemic. This Easter weekend
tradition was first established in
1967 to provide an activity for
visiting college students. Today the
race has grown in popularity with
children and adults, women and
men, locals and visitors, runners and
walkers. Participants come from all
over the United States and the
world.
This year’s race is Saturday, April
16 starting at 11 a.m. with the
event’s signature race, the 4-mile up
and back course along the hardpacked sands of the “World’s Most
Famous Beach.” Festivities before
and after the race will be at the
Bandshell. There will be a 2-mile
race and fun walk beginning at 11
a.m. and races for children as young
as three-years-old with distances of
50 yards (3-5 yrs.), 100 yards (6-7
yrs.), and ¼ mile (8-9 yrs.) will start
at 10 a.m.
Registration is open now.
All ages are welcome to join
hundreds of other participants. The

Mike Chitwood
Volusia County Sheriff
I doubt anyone has
forgotten that evening last summer
when our deputies found themselves
in a gunfight with a 14-year-old girl
and a 12-year-old boy.
I know that night in
Enterprise will be forever etched in
my memory. It was some of the
clearest evidence of a long line of
failures by our systems of juvenile
justice, mental health and social
services for troubled kids.
Today, I have good news
about real progress on a project I
think will benefit Volusia County
for years to come.
This past week, we went
before the Volusia County Council
with our plan for a Family Resource
Center and Juvenile Assessment
Center that will give us a chance to
intervene in these kids’ lives before
they go too far down the wrong
path.

Based on what I heard from
the County Council, I’m optimistic
this project is finally going to
happen.
What we’re proposing is
one central, comprehensive, 24/7
facility where law enforcement can
bring kids and connect them directly
with the programs and services they
need. This facility will be staffed by
deputies, members of the
Department of Juvenile Justice,
mental health professionals from
SMA Healthcare and Halifax
Behavioral Services, social workers
from the Department of Children
and Families and staff from Volusia
County Schools.
The old system isn’t
working. Part of the problem is it’s
disjointed – there’s no central
location for delivery of services, and
no central information system to
identify the services a family is or
isn’t receiving. When these
programs are disconnected, and kids
are just referred from one program
to another, that leaves us with an
inefficient system full of duplication
and too many of our youth falling
through the cracks.
We’ve already identified an
existing building at 1150 Red John
Road, known by many as SMA’s
Chet Bell Crisis Center, to house
this new program. The Sheriff’s
Office is seeking about $5.4 million
to modify the building and fund the
first 4 years of operations. We’ll
have deputies providing 24/7
security for the center, as staff will
be dealing with all types of kids –
from serious juvenile offenders, to
kids having a mental health crisis, to
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kids dealing with substance abuse or
addiction
I know I’ve been pretty
clear on a lot of frustrations with the
juvenile justice system, and the paton-the-head approach some of our
judges have applied to offenders
under 18. But in meeting with
Florida’s new DJJ Secretary Eric
Hall, and seeing his commitment to
finding common-sense solutions,
I’m really encouraged that we’re on
the right track.
It’s not just about crime. A
lot of the kids who need attention
aren’t committing crimes – they
have real mental health needs that
aren’t being addressed. Combined,
the two kids involved in the
shootout with our deputies had been
Baker Acted more than a dozen
times before that incident. Think
about all those cries for help, and
lost opportunities to intervene,
before we saw an assault on our
deputies.
My friend and partner in
this project, Rhonda Harvey of
SMA, told the County Council that
almost 3,400 children were referred
to SMA for mental health services
in 2021. Sadly, Volusia County had
a high rate of youth suicide in 2021
– 19 per 100,000 person between
the ages of 15 to 19, well above the
Florida rate of 13 per 100,000.
These are numbers that are begging
for us to come up with an answer.
We’ve seen success with
some pilot programs already.
Through an initiative we launched
with DCF in October, deputies
identified 69 kids who might benefit

from services, and got them into
programs that I believe may have
kept them out of trouble or Baker
Acts in the future. Through another
innovative program we’re testing in
Deltona, Florida Power & Light
funded several iPads we can use to
connect a person having a mental
health crisis to an SMA counselor
on a video call.
This Family Resource
Center and Juvenile Assessment
Center is the next project we need to
get off the ground. Research shows
that addressing these issues on the
front end is much cheaper than
trying to fix them on the back end –
by a factor as large as 3 to 1. I truly
believe Volusia County has the
momentum and leadership to make
this happen.
If we can get this project
done, maybe the shock of that
horrific shootout in Enterprise will
have brought something positive to
every family and child in Volusia
County.
Sheriff Chitwood

Ken Strickland
City Commissioner Zone 2

Hello neighbors.
Most everyone has heard by
now the City of Daytona Beach’s
proposal to purchase the property at
777 Main St. (Corbin Building) The
issue was surprisingly pulled from
the CRA and the City Commission
Agendas before last Wednesday’s
meetings. There are several reasons
to purchase as well as reasons not to
purchase. A City Commission
Workshop will be scheduled soon
so that we can discuss this and be
sure that we have ALL the pertinent
information we can get to make the
best decision. Please voice your
opinions on this with emails, phone
calls, and text messages to
stricklandken@codb.us or 386-2955277
Also, how would y’all feel
about a dog park between the Fire
Station on Halifax and Colin’s Park
on University?
Until next month,
Ken Strickland.

A NATIVE REMEMBERS
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Paul Zimmerman
Vice Chair, Bellaire Community Group

In last month’s article, I reminisced about my
childhood and my Huck Finn type experiences in the
South Daytona neighborhood and environment I grew up
in the 1950s and early 1960s. Through the years,
development has changed my old neighborhood into
suburbia. Those changes came about mostly
incrementally and as the result of increased population
and people moving from up north to Florida.
As I grew up, my attentions and interests
changed from building forts and wandering the woods to
surfing and spending time on the World’s Most Famous
Beach. During my high school years (1963-67), I
worked summers on the pool deck of the original
Castaway’s Beach Motel in Daytona Beach Shores, and
I worked at Humphrey’s Men’s Store on Main Street
after school and on weekends. These were some heady
times for Daytona Beach. Tourism was king, and the
tourists loved the drive up the beach in the evenings to
Main Street, the Boardwalk and Pier. The core area of
our tourist district was a prime destination for the
hundreds of thousands of families that came to Daytona
Beach year after year. There were no vacant properties
along our ocean front. The entire length of our beach
was rows of motels all with “no vacancy” signs. Main
Street and the surrounding area was a thriving
neighborhood that supported a movie theatre, banks,
department stores, surf shops and, of course, a men’s
store. Our visitors that came to Daytona Beach came
here because we had a stable beachside community that
was safe, family friendly, and alluring to them. If we
look at our beachside now, what we see is sad by
comparison. What happened? Did people lose interest in
the beach and spending time in a safe and family
friendly beachside community?
Unlike the transition that took place in my early
childhood neighborhood, the changes that took place in
our core tourist area, and our tourism industry as a
whole, have the finger prints of government action all
over them. It began in the 80s when municipal
governments began collecting tolls to drive on the beach.

The turmoil that ensued over who controlled the beach
led to the worst of possible solutions. The voters gave
Volusia County Government the jurisdiction to manage
our beach….the results have been a catastrophe to
residents and visitors alike. Here is why. When faced
with a law suit filed by supposed endangered species
activists, Volusia County caved and closed miles of
beach to automobile access despite no such federal court
order.
Since then, Volusia County has given away
beach ramps for the promise of non-existent
development. Volusia County has given a private beach
to a hotel that failed to meet the terms of the Volusia
County Ordinance granting the private beach. Volusia
County government has sued its citizens, who demanded
that Volusia County uphold its own County Charter in
protecting the public’s right to vehicular access to the
beach. If graphed, these actions will mirror the decay of
our core district area and to the decline in the number of
visitors. Volusia County continues to mismanage the
beach, closing the beach ramps for no apparent reason
while spending taxpayer dollars to hire consultants to
discover why we are experiencing a blighted core district
and declining numbers of visitors. Here is a hint, no
charge: arbitrarily closing and taxing access to your most
significant asset may have something to do with it.
No doubt there are changes that inevitably
happen as time passes that negatively impact our
environment and quality of life. However, there are
some things that damage our quality of life that are self
inflicted. What is most troubling is when they aren’t
recognized…and worse yet when we continue to make
the same mistake over and over again.
‘til next time,
Paul
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SAVE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
Weegie Keundig
Past Chair, Save Our Neighborhoods
Dear Bellaire Friends and Neighbors:
I want to address the issues surrounding the sale
of the Corbin Building on Main Street to the city for use
as a marketplace. The idea of having a city marketplace
in any city could be an idea worth considering. I have
been to a few good ones. Charleston Marketplace comes
to mind. But they have their problems. That historic
marketplace requires a lot of people on the same page
and a good management team. We don't even have a
manager for the Beachside CRA. So I was glad to hear
that the sale was pulled from the agenda for a discussion/
workshop (and hopefully lots of both) because we have a
lot of issues to iron out before moving forward on this
sale and this idea. This idea came from staff and
perhaps the sellers but was never vetted by our residents,
Beachside CRA Board or Commission. If it was, it was
done very quietly. Certainly out of my earshot and I
suspect out of the earshot of many of you as well.
The Corbin Building is in our Beachside
CRA and the sale would be financed with money already
borrowed by the CRA. If sold to the city, it would come
off the tax rolls and don't we have enough property in
Daytona Beach already off the tax rolls? And what of the
price? $3M. A lot of money for Main St - even in this
hot market where the building hasn't sold to a private
entity for months.
And buying it for that amount of money
certainly lets the owners off the hook and, in my
opinion, establishes an inflated price for the other
properties they are probably going to sell. These are the
same people who have dictated what has happened on
and to Main Street for a very long time. Some say we
have to do something different. But I say this is more of
the same. It is the city picking the same people as
winners again. Something different would be allowing
owners of other property (residents, for instance) and

the city to use those funds for improving not only the
street and small businesses, but residences as well.
And what of the renovation of the
property? Another $2M. Who will we be renovating
for? Are there any interested parties and/ or vendors in
place? I guess I don't see the need for the city to buy and
renovate for someone or something whom the
marketplace has not identified. At any rate, discussions
will be illuminating for us all.
Until then, as always, thanks for the opportunity
to express my thoughts.

Weegie Kuendig
dkuendig@aol.com
386-451-6470

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE Estimates, Jewelry, Watch & Clock Repairs
Complete Jewelry Repairs
Large Selection of Diamonds & Colored Stone Jewelry
Large selection of High Fashion Silver Jewelry & Beads
We Buy & Sell Estate Jewelry
On-Site Parking
BENCHMARK Bridal Dealer
50%
On-site Jewlery Repair Tuesday &
Wednesday
Voted Best
Around for past
28 years for Best
Fine Jewelry
& Clock Shop
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FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Jakari Young,
Chief of Police of Daytona Beach
Tens of thousands of people will be in and
around Daytona International Speedway starting next
week for 2022 Speedweeks Presented By Advent Health,
the yearly series of events which culminates with the 64th
annual running of the Daytona 500.
To keep traffic disruption at a minimum for
visitors and residents during Speedweeks, we
recommend that everyone coming to or in the Daytona
Beach area during that time use this information while
making their travel plans.
If you’re going to the Speedway from beachside,
we recommend using the bridge at Seabreeze Boulevard
and staying on Mason Avenue (State Road 430) for the
quickest access. The bridges at Main Street and
Orange/Silver Beach avenues are also an option, as is
U.S. 92/International Speedway Boulevard (ISB), but do
expect more traffic if you use ISB.
The Daytona Beach Police Department (DBPD)
will implement special traffic patterns when needed to
ensure the fastest movement of vehicles in and out of the
Speedway during races or events. These patterns will
vary on how many people are in the facility and can go
into effect or removed quickly as needed.
You can follow @DBPDTraffic or
@DaytonaBchPD on Twitter for real-time traffic
updates.
If you’re not going to the races, we recommend
avoiding the roads around the Speedway when possible,
especially ISB. We expect the heaviest traffic on ISB
between Clyde Morris and Williamson boulevards just
before and after the races.
Your best options for heading east or west while
avoiding race traffic are LPGA Boulevard, Beville Road
or Mason Avenue. Other good local options include
Dunlawton Avenue (State Road 421) in Port Orange,
Granada Boulevard (State Road 40) in Ormond Beach or
State Road 44, which runs through DeLand and New
Smyrna Beach.
If you want to go north or south, we suggest
avoiding Interstate 95 or Williamson Boulevard if at all
possible. Good options include Atlantic Avenue (State

Road A1A), Nova Road (State Road 5A) and
Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1).
COVID-19 checkpoints will not be in place for any
Speedway event during Speedweeks.
We will post public service announcements for the
races on our social media accounts prior to the event.
Please use those as a guide when deciding how to arrive,
where to park or how to leave.
We hope you have a great time, whether you are
going to the races or not. As always, be on guard and
stay safe!
Sincerely,
Chief Jakari Young
*****************************************
Note from the editor: We were asked to share this story
from a street captain who had an unexpected encounter
with the DB Police. On her behalf we thank our DBPD
officers. Here’s what she said:
She accidentally dialed 911 when trying to dial a friend’s
out of state number. When the 911 operator answered,
she informed her it was an error in dialing. The operator
continued to ask if everything was all right. She assured
the 911 operator that all was fine. Within 10
minutes, there was a knock on her door. She was
surprised to see 2 DB Police officers at her door. They
were there to make sure she was in fact fine and that no
one was there making her say otherwise. She thanked
them and asked that we share her story and give a big
shout out and thank you to our DB Police officers.
**********************************************

LEAVING LOCKDOWN
Bear with me as I tell you a story of long
friendship.
About 15 years ago, a big social media venue
was a blog feature called LiveJournal. Once I learned
about it, I joined, and because I’d learned about LJ from
my friend Lori, many of her friends also friended me,
and I friended them. One of those friends was Patricia.
She called herself Cronopio on her social media, and she
joined my LJ Friends list in 2005.
Pat was wry, funny, adventurous, about 60. She
lived in Arlington, Texas, but she traveled the world.
She spoke Portuguese, Spanish, French, and German.
She loved camping, rescuing dogs from shelters, and
collecting friends. She had had a long career in
administrative work and had found her honesty
unwelcome over time. She retired. She kept camping,
traveling, adopting and adoring elderly or ill shelter
dogs. By the time LiveJournal met its inevitable end, she
had over 300 friends who were actually friends. She
talked with people, emailed with them, drove to meet
them at airport layovers in Dallas and cruises that
docked in Houston. I’ve learned that she traveled with
one of my friends from Germany. She’d done a mini
marathon here, to support a friend outside London who
was doing the same marathon. She reached out to me at
one point, asking whether I wanted this pristine set of
blueprints from the original Star Trek, which she’d
discovered in a trunk of her memorabilia. She knew I
would love it. She refused payment, but she accepted my
offer of a tshirt from DJ’s Deck as a gratitude gift. Those
blueprints are worth probably $1500 to a collector, but
she couldn’t have cared less about the money—she
wanted them to go to someone she loved. That was me.
That was Pat, 60 when I met her and 75 when she died.
Pat was a victim of long COVID. She contracted
the virus early in the pre-vaccine time, but it appeared
that she’d recovered…until she started losing her thick
curly hair, her appetite, and about 30 pounds off her tall,
lean frame. She wrote me then with her daily food
intake, knowing that I have a nutritional consultant
certification, and asked if she needed more protein. (She
didn’t, but she knew she would die if she couldn’t eat.)
Her daily posts on LiveJournal got fewer and
fewer, despite her hundreds of friends, and finally she
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started a FaceBook group to keep in touch with this new
media.
We all swarmed to it. That FaceBook group had
over 200 people, all of us with different deep
connections with her. Eventually her appetite started to
come back, just in time for her liver to start failing. Then
her lungs. All of us watched as she gradually stopped
posting. All of us chatted with each other hoping she’d
be able to respond, but, like Pat herself, the party could
continue without her daily presence. She was like the
hostess who starts the party but gradually removes
herself from it and goes to recover in another room while
festivities go on.
Then she stopped posting altogether. A month
later, one of us said, I don’t want to be morbid, but has
anyone heard from Pat? All of us began asking each
other: where is Pat? Is she okay? Does anyone know her
in person?
One of us did. He posted in the Facebook group
that Pat was in the hospital, fighting liver failure and
pneumonia. The prognosis was not good but long
COVID was a real thing, although we didn’t know much
about it then. So we waited, hoping that she would
recover from a hospital stay and would post again for all
her friends. We didn’t know then that she was also
developing dementia. Or that her brain was swelling
against her skull. All we knew was that COVID was
killing her, even though she was no longer sick with it.
She didn’t post again. We heard scraps of
news—she was in the ICU, then in rehab care, and
finally in hospice. And then she was gone. This hard,
funny, sarcastic, empathetic, generous woman was gone.
I wept for days.
She left a lot of loving, grieving friends behind
her. I’m one of them. I never met her in person, but
frequent emails and texts for over 15 years builds a deep
friendship. My world is reduced now that she is gone.
Over 900,000 people in the US have died from
COVID. We don’t have complete data but we know
that’s a number that doesn’t always account for long
COVID. My friend is gone, and I grieve for the loss of
her brilliant light in this world, and I grieve with all of us
who have lost—or are losing--someone dear.
Maybe you believe we’ll all meet again.
I hope that’s true.
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To Our Advertisers
Printed in Daytona Beach at

735 N. Ridgewood Ave. • Daytona Beach
(386) 252-6571

(386) 274-4703
Fax: (386) 267-0651
HalifaxHumaneSociety.org

2364 LPGA Blvd.
Daytona Beach, FL 32124

info@halifaxhumanesociety.org

$15 OFF SERVICE CALL FOR BCG AREA RESIDENTS

Think of us when looking for your next Forever Friend.
Halifax Humane Society. We never euthanize animals for
space or length of time at the shelter.
Have time on your hands?? Come be a volunteer!!
Hours and duties can be very very flexible!
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RITCHEY

automotive group

Automotive Sales • Leasing • Service and Parts

932 N. Nova Rd.• 386-236-5000
RitcheyCadillac.com

650 N. Nova Rd.• 386-255-2252 • SubaruOfDaytona.com

614 N. Nova Rd. and 998 N. Nova Rd.
386-236-5159
386-236-5156
RitcheyAutos.com

901 N. Nova Rd.• 386-255-9374 • DaytonaHyundai.com

122489

551 N. Nova Rd. • 386-255-4444
JonHall.com
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KOENIG
R E A L T Y
Steve Koenig, Broker
Nancy Koenig, Realtor

386-257-6700

KoenigRealty.com
Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company
Your Beachside Specialists

386-747-5358

Home values are increasing in our
Beachside Neighborhood.
Contact US for a FREE
Market Value Analysis
We Work to Get You
TOP Dollar

Call Us Today – 386-257-6700

YOUR REFERRALS ARE
GREATLY APPRECIATED!
Contact us for a FREE 10 minute onsite
price consultation on your property.
Call 386-257-6700

THANKS FOR THE JOURNEY!
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BCG Volunteers Needed
to deliver newsletters...

The following streets do not have someone assigned to deliver newsletters
to:

Flagstone, N. Grandview

We also need people who can fill-in when our regular volunteers are not
available.
You can deliver to a street other than the street on which you live.

If you could help deliver newsletters once a month please contact Nancy at
386-257-6700 or Nancy@KoenigRealty.com
The time investment is less than 1 hour monthly. Please volunteer to help
our community group.AMany hands make light work!
Thank You!
Fr

A1A Condos: Steve and Nancy Koenig
Bel Aire & Driftwood: Jamie Love &
David Hermann
C
Boylston (east end): Frank Stein
Boylston (west end): Marc Reside
Brookline: Donna Hiatt
Chaffee Place: Sherry & Bill Phillips
Cobblestone Village: John McGuinness
Columbus: Tammy Schreck
Euclid: Janice & Mike Felisko
Golf: Lisa Gall
Hartford: Kassi Mercy
Jacaranda, Chipeway: George Burden
S
Manhattan: Sheryl Cola
Morningside: Ted & Cindy Beers
N. Oleander, Auburn, Cornell, Bucknell:
Dan Stockman

Nautilus and Flushing: Carrie Sutton
Pelican: Saralee Morrissey
N. Peninsula (North end): Judy Schroeder
N. Peninsula (South end): Lawrie Davidson
Plaza: Stacy Prestwood
Seabreeze High School Area: Paul Zimmerman
Z
Seaview: MaryAnn and Danny Langton
Stanford: Netta Weiner
Williams: Megan O’Neill
Waverly: Margaret Fathi and Jules Lemos
Woodland: Don Hietala and Kim Medina
Zelda: Elly & Rachael Petersen

N Halifax: Nancy Koenig & Nikolai Hargreaves

Special thanks to our other volunteers: Frank Stein, Donna Coles,
and Reba Peters. A special thanks to Hannah King for her clerical expertise!

